League’s acting dnef to relocate In Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — The Arab League's acting secretary-genera] takes up his 
post m Cairo Tuesday to start the process of bringing league headquarters 
bade to Egypt after II years in Tunisia. Foreign Minister Esnat Abdul 
Magma said the return of Assad AJ Assad "is considered the first step 
towards die return of the secretariat." At a regular meeting last March in 
Tunis, Arab League foreign ministers agreed to the transfer but delayed 
the official announcement. That came in Cairo in September, after the 
eruption of the Gulf crisis splintered the league into countries bitterly 
opposed to Iraq, led by Egypt, and others not sharing the Egyptian-led 
view who boycotted the meeting. Chadfi Klibi, the Tunisian who was the 
long-term secretary-general, resigned shortly before the Cairo meeting, 
apparently over the relocation decision. His senior assistant Assad was 
appointed to fill the void. Recent reports have said that Yasser Arafat, 
chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), has proposed 
that Arab countries which were not lined up in the Egyptian-led camp 
should found a new Arab League. 
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Saddam: Bosh closing door to talks 


NEW YORK (R) — Iraqi President S add am Hussein suggested in a 
television interview Monday that President George Bush was dosing foe 
door to dialogue in the Golf crisis by comparing bun to Haler. He also 
denied a suggestion that Soviet envoy Yevgeny Primakov’s la test meeti ng 
with the Iraqi leader in Baghdad aooomptisbed nothing and represented 
foe last chance for a negotiated settlement before war breaks out. Asked 
his reaction to Bush comparing him to Hitler, Saddam toW Cabl e News 
Network (CNN) in an interview in the Iraqi capital: “But you, as a omen 
of the United Stales, don't you drink that Mr. Bush would have 
committed an error in that description when he is dealing — wtwfo be 
applied to a head of state with which be has bad dealing and m wfeefa. 
indeed, be still has a resident embassy and with which be will still seek to 
pp nd tiff* diplomatic dealings and political contacts? H 
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King exchanges 
views with Saleh 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday tele- 
phoned Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and exchanged 
views with him on the latest 
developments in the Gulf crisis. 
The two leaders discussed efforts 
made at the Arab and interna- 
tional levels to reach a political 
solution to the Gulf crisis and 
other problems in the Middle 
East. 

Jerusalem panel 
reviews moves 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal 
Commission on Jerusalem Affairs 
held a meeting Monday under the 
chairmanship of Akram Zu'aiter 
and in the presence of the com- 
mission’s secretary general, 
Fayez Jaber. The commission dis- 
cussed resolutions adopted by the 
Jerusalem Committee during its 
recent meeting in Rabat, Moroc- 
co, under the chairmanship of 
King Hassan II, Israeli practices 
aiming at Judaising Arab Jeru- 
salem and other issues. The com- 
mission decided to continue its 
contacts with Arab establish- 
ments to counter dangers thre- 
atening Arab and Islamic exist- 
ence in Jerusalem. 

Iraq encourages 
herbal remedies 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is en- 
couraging people to use herbal 
remedies to overcome a shortage 
of imported medical drugs, health 
experts said Monday. Certain 
essential medicines have dis- 
appeared on the local market, 
while several hospitals have stop- 
ped conducting non-emergency 
operations- for lack of medical 
supplies. The shortage of phar- 
maceutical products stems from 
the U.N. -sanctioned trade 
embargo following Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait Aug. 2. The Iraqi 
News Agency said Ministry of 
Health experts had approved 69 
new herbal medicinesmedical 
cures. Herbal treatment has 
already been practised in Iraq but 
the shortage of Western-type 
medicines prompted authorities 
to encourage further research on 
traditional natural remedies. 

Egypt arrests 
suspects 
In bus attack 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has secretly 
arrested several Palestinians it 
accuses of involvement in a 
February gun and grenade attack 
on an Israeli bus in which 11 
people were killed, security 
sources said Monday. “Yes, we 
have arrested Palestinians. They 
were arrested some time ago," a 
senior state security officer told 
Reuters when asked about the 
reported detentions. The sources 
claimed Palestinians were behind 
the attack near Cairo in which 
nine Israelis and two Egyptians 
were killed. The security officer 
refused to say how many people 
were arrested but said they would 
stand trial. 

Iraq gives PoWs 
two choices 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
given prisoners-of-war (PoWs) 
returning from Iran a choice of 
either taking government jobs or 
receiving retirement benefits. 
Newspapers said Monday the rul- 
ing Revolutionary Command 
Cbundl’s decision, taken Sunday, 
would affect thousands of PoWs 
freed since Iraq and Iran made 
peace in August. Iran and Iraq 
bave released a total of 75,000 
Red Cross-registered PoWs in the 
past two months. Another 25,000 
unregistered PoWs are still be- 
lieved held by the two countries. 

Tunisia reports 
high voter turnout 

TUNIS (R) —The Tunisian gov- 
ernment said Monday that 79 per 
cent of registered voters took part 
Sunday in two parliamentary by- 
elections where the only candi- 
dates were from the ruling party. 
Interior Minister Abdul Hamid 
E vheilrh said the turnout in the 
Ben Arous constituency, on the 
southern edges of the capital, was 
dg per cent, while in the rural 
western constituency of Beja 91 
percent of voters voted. The new 
members of parliament are Kheli- 
£a Trabelsi in Ben Arons and 
Taieb Ghariri in Beja. Both are 
from the ruling Democratic Con- 
stitutional Rally (RCD). 


Gorbachev calls for 
Arab initiative to 
resolve Gulf crisis 

Primakov briefs Saudi leaders on mission 

Combined agency dispatches mnation of foe Aug. 2 invasion, which have to be stepped up. 


RAMBOUILLET, France — 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, saying he rejeetd a milit- 
ary solution in the Gulf crisis, 
called Monday for an inter-Arab 
meeting to help resolve the Gulf 
crisis. 

Gorbachev told a news confer- 
ence with French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand that a “political 
solution to an acute conflict" had 
to consider the Iraqi position. 

“The best thing is for us to deal 
with this man (Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein). The best thing 
would be to have an inter-Arab 
meeting, some Arab mechan- 
ism... we could reach agreement 
more quickly that way,” Gor- 
bachev added. 

The Soviet leader, ending a 
24-hour visit to France, said inter- 
national solidarity against Iraq’s 
takeover of Kuwait almost three 
months ago was vital. 

“We cannot allow and should 
never give grounds for Iraq... to 
be able to chink or hope Chat 
there will ever be any disharmony 
or weakening of decisions.” he 
said in reference to U.N. conde- 


mnation of the Aug. 2 invasion. 

Gorbachev made specific men- 
tion of Saudi Arabia, where more 
than 200,000 foreign troops 
aligned against Iraq have dug in, 
when calling for the inter-Arab 
conference. 

“Certain countries might 
undertake a particular role. I am 
thinking of Saudi Arabia... they 
might take an initiative. There is 
an inter-Arab mechanism that 
needs to be brought into play 
now,” Gorbachev added. 

He did not say which Arab 
mechanism could play a role in a 
peace initiative. 

The Soviet leader said be has 
received fresh indications that 
“under the pressure of sanctions. 


which have to be stepped up, of 
course, some signs are emerging 
that Iraq’s leadership may be 
heeding the will of the United 
Nations." 

“It seems to me that the Iraqis 
could be ready for” an Arab 
initiative, Gorbachev said. “If we 
were to have an inter-Arab meet- 
ing, this would be the quickest 
way to a settlement.” 

Mitterrand said French and 
Soviet positions on the Gulf were 
in harmony. 

“We will defend the the same prin- 
ciples and the same positions in 
the framework of the Security 
Council,” he said. 

Gorbachev stressed the import- 
ance of maintaining a united front 


Jordan welcomes Soviet call 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan has welcomed Monday’s call by Mikhail 
Gorbachev for an inter- Arab meeting on the Gulf crisis, described 
by foe Soviet leader as the best chance of avoiding war. 

An official source in Jordan welcomed the proposal. He said 
“conflicting agendas” of non-Arab countries trying to solve the 
crisis had not helped a solution. 

“I think the Soviets for the past few weeks have been very much 
trying to understand the problem and solve it,” he stud. “His 
Statement fits in with the whole Arab thinking." 


Iraq seeks Franco- Soviet 
‘political commitment’ 


From Lamis K. Andoni 
in Baghdad 

IRAQ IS willing to release all 
foreign nationals held as deter- 
rent against attack in return for 
a Soviet-French commitment 
that the Golf crisis would be 
resolved through political 
means, a senior Iraqi official 
said Monday. 

The official said this was a 
compromise reached between 
the Iraqi leadership and Soviet 
envoy Yevgney Primakov after 
the Soviet envoy insisted on the 
American position demanding 
total and unconditional Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait mid 
release of all foreign nationals 
held in Iraq and Kuwait. 

“Such a (Soviet-French) 


commitment will pave the way 
for a serious political process 
and movement towards a di- 
plomatic solution to the prob- 
lem,” said the official, who 
spoke to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity. 

“If this happens, then the 
issue of foreign nationals will be 
dealt with in a different man- 
ner,” the official said. When 
pressed whether this meant a 
release of aO foreigners held as 
“guests” by the Iraqi author- 
ities, the official said: “Once 
the diplomatic process gets 
under way there is no need for 
the guests to remain in Iraq or 
Kuwait.” 

A senior Arab diplomatic 
source said the initial position 
adopted by Primakov, who ar- 


rived here Saturday and left for 
Saadi Arabia Sunday, “dis- 
appointed the Iraqis since he 
insisted on Iraq meeting the 
American d emand for uncon- 
ditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait and release of all fore- 
igners.” 

However, “after extended 
talks, a compromise was 
re ach ed and Primakov flew out 
with the Iraqi offer,” he added. 
Earlier, Baghdad had caBed for 
an American undertaking not 
to attack in r e tain for fr ee do m 
of all foreign nationals. 

According to the source, Iraq 
had welcomed Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's call, 
issued in Paris Monday, for an 
Arab initiative to resolve the 
Golf crisis. 


U.N. adopts anti-Iraq resolution 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United Nations Security Council 
Monday adopted a resolution bolding 
Iraq responsible for “war damages'* 
and asking states to document finan- 
cial losses and “aristreaunent” of 
civilians arising from Iraq’s takeover 
of Kuwait 

The vote was 13 in favour and none 
against with abstentions cast by Cuba 
and Yemen. The draft was sponsored 
by Britain, Canada, Finland, France. 
Romania, the United States, the 
Soviet Union and Zaire. 

The resolution, which touches on 
various aspects of the Iraqi takeover , 
also demands and an end to all 
“hostage-taking” and the destruction 
of property by Iraqi forces in Kuwait 
and says Baghdad must resnppfy fore- 
igners and the few eatbames operating 
in Kuwait without adequate food or 
water. 

The vote bad been scheduled for 
Saturday but in a last-minute turnar- 
ound the Soviet Union asked foe 
council for a postponement in the 


hope that .talks in Baghdad between 
Soviet envoy Yevgeny Primakov and 
Iraqi leaders would lead to a peaceful 
solution of the crisis. 

Primakov left Baghdad early Mon- 
day. Soviet President Mikhail Got- 
bachev, speaking in Paris, held out 
hopes Iraq may yet be willing to give 
ground in foe Gulf. 

U.S. officials were quick to point 
out that the resolution leaves foe door 
open for military action by threaten- 
ing to punish Iraq with unspecified 
“further measures” if it fails to comp- 
ly with any provision in the resolution 
as well as previous measures adopted 
by foe council since Baghdad invaded 
the emirate Aug. 2. 

The resolution encourages 
Secretary-General Javier Perea de 
Cuellar to undertake diplomatic 
efforts for a peaceful solution to the 

crisis. 

Colombia, Cuba, Malaysia and Ye- 
men. fearing a drift towards war, had 
drafted a separate “peace” resolution 
and parts of that text were merged 


into a document drawn up mainly by 
Britain and foe United States. 

Speaking for about an hour before 
the vote, Iraqi Ambassador Abdul 
Amir A1 Anbari said council resolu- 
tions “make it possible for those who 
advocate war, combat and aggression 
to say exptiridy that they have ex- 
hausted all attempts to achieve peace 
and that they have failed... and that 
the war option is the only option 
left.” 

The new resolution sets up a 
mechanism that would make Iraq 
liable for financial damage caused by 
its invasion of Kuwait by “inviting” 
all states to document their economic 
losses. 

According to counci] President 
David Hannay of Britain, states will 
begin “systematically drawing up the 
balance sheet” to provide evidence 
“as and when arrangements are 
made" in a final settle m ent of the 
conflict. 

The resolution does not say bow 
Iraq is to pay for any damage. 
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MQdrafl Gorbachev 

against Iraq. 

“We must not permit the Iraqi 
regime to hope there will be a 
division, a weakening of posi- 
tions,’’ he told reporters. 

He said military options were 
unacceptable as a means of re- 
solving the crisis, but insisted that 
Iraq comply with U.N. demands 
to free foreign nationals and with- 
draw from Kuwait. 

“i think it’s unacceptable to 
have a militar y solution, but Pres- 
ident Hussein should not indulge 
in speculation,” Gorbachev said. 
“We want to do step by step 
everything that ensures that 
sound logic prevails, and you 
can’t call what they (Iraq) have 
done anything other than adven- 
turism." 

Gorbachev said he had re- 
ceived a telegram fom his envoy, 

(Continued on page 5) 


French 

nationals 
leave Iraq 

PARK (Agencies) — About 300 
French citizens took off Monday 
night from Baghdad aboard an 
Iraqi Airways jetliner on a flight 
home to three months after foe 
Iraqi takeover of Kuwait. 

TTie French Foreign Ministry 
said the Boeing 747 departed at 
about 17:30 GMT and was ex- 
pected be in Paris by midnight 
local time (2300 GMT) if all went 
smoothly. 

The ministry also said that 
French diplomats had been 
ordered to pull out of their 
embassy in Kuwait, where they 
had endured siege-like conditions 
for weeks. 

The half-dozen diplomtas were 
expected to return to Paris with 
foe freed nationals, but there was 
no immediate official word as to 
whether they were on the plane 
when it flew into Baghdad from 
Kuwait with 57 French people 
aboard. 

That group was joined by more 
than 200 waiting at the Baghdad 
airport. 

. An unkown number of the 
more than 300 French nationals 
in Iraq and Kuwait chose to 
remain behind, French officials 
said. 

Daniel Bernard, foe foreign 
ministery spokesman, confirmed 
that France will comply with 
Iraq's request to fill the plane 
with a cargo of medicine. 

Medince is excluded from the 
U.N. embargo of Iraq and 
Kuwait. Nonetheless, French and 
U.N. authorities plan to inspect 
foe plane before it leaves Charles 
de Gaulle-Roissy airport. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
cautioned against unbridled 
celebration as long as hundreds of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Berri, Hawi order forces to disarm 


BEIRUT (R) — Two pro-Syrian 
militia leaders ordered their 
forces Monday to prepare to lay 
down their weapons and leave 
Beirut, heralding a fresh stage in 
securing peace in Lebanon. 

The instructions were given by 
Nabih Berri, chief of the 5,000- 
strong Amal militia and George 
Hawi, bead of Lebanese Com- 
munist Party’s 1,000-strong mili- 
tia. 

They acted in accord with a 
plan President Elias Hrawi’s gov- 
ernment to reunify foe capital, 
divided throughout Lebanon's 15 
year civil war. 

Berri said he had asked his 
Shi’ite followers to gather their 
arms and prepare to pull out of 
Bmrut, which would soon be- 
come free of militias and control- 
led by Lebanese and Syrian 


troops only. 

Residents in the suburbs saw 
Amal men evacuating positions 
and grouping heavy tanks and 
vehicles. 

“I have given orders for my 
men to be ready for immediate 
implementation... to prepare 
themselves and wait until the 
government decides on foe zero 
hour,*' Bern told reporters. 

Bari's move was m response to 
a peace plan to unite divided 
Beirut under one army, disband 
Lebanon’s nine armed militias, 
and extend legal authority across 
the country as a first bid to end 
civil war. 

“I have informed the govern- 
ment of Amal’s acceptance of the 
mechanism and procedures of the 
peace plan for greater Beirut. We 
will provide unlimited backing for 


the plan which would be the 

be ginnin g of salvation for Leba- 
non,” Berri said. 

He did not say where he would 
take his weapons and men, bat 
political sources said they would 
be moved to South Lebanon, 
Amal’s main stronghold. 

“We hope that our comrades in 
foe armed struggle would re- 
spond to boost and reinforce the 
role of the Lebanese army so that 
h will be able to reunite foe 
country,” Communist leader 
Ham told reporters after talks 
with Hrawi. 

He urged Hrawi and Prime 
Minister SaBa A1 Hoss to spon- 
sor a national con fe re n ce for dia- 
logue and reconciliation between 
Lebanon's various communities. 

Amal’s wmm Shi’ite rival, the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah (Party 


of God), said Sunday its men 
would not lay down their 
weapons which they held to fight 
Israel. 

Walid Junblatt, chief of the 
10,000-strong Progressive Social- 
ist Party (PSP), said he would 
only hand over his weapons to the 
Syrian army, not to Lebanese 
troops, which he said he could 
not trust. 

A French parliamentary envoy 
said Monday Lebanon has a 
chance for peace after 15 years of 
rivfl war. 

“I have great hopes to see 
peace return to Beirut, the legiti- 
mate authority extend its control, 
and rebuilding Lebanon start 
very soon,” Gerad Bapt told re- 
porters before flying back to Paris 
after a two-day visit. 


King: Peace possible, war 
will be most devastating 


AMMAN (J.T.) — There is still 
chance for peace in the Gulf if only 
the parties involved are willing for 
dialogue and compromise to resolve 
the problem. His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has said. 

“...I think there are signs coming 
out of Iraq at this time that suggest a 
readiness to move towards a peaceful 
and secure region,” the King was 
quoted as saying in an interview 
published in the latest issue of Tune 
magazine. 'The only problem is that 
there seems to have been embargo on 
dialogue and readiness to comprom- 
ise.'’ the King was quoted as saying. 

The King, interviewed by Dean 
Fisher and James Wilde of Time, also 
warned of massive devastation in the 
event of a war in the Gulf. 

'The U.S. possesses the most mod- 
ern weapons of war in the workL But 
I can’t see how the Iraqis are not 
expecting that, and preparing, poss- 
ibly, to receive the first Now and then 
strike back,” the King said. 

“I believe the losses are going to be 
borreodeous in terms of fives: dam- 
age to the infrastructure, oil. Also, 
there will be other damage; the feet 
that there are foreign troops, even in 
the country that is the custodian of 
the holy places. There is also great 
agitation over the lack of progress on 
the Palestinian problem and the fact 
that the status of Jerusalem is still 


unresolved. If war occurs, the dam- 
age will be felt throughout the Mus- 
lim and Arab world. What is the 
purpose? The destruction of Iraq? 
What kind of a result is that? The 
region would be driven towards grea- 
ter extremism, and I really can't see 
what benefit anyone would derive. 

In reply to a question, the King 
said: 

“Weapons of mass destruction are 
available everywhere. If there is a 
resolution of the Ixaq-Kuwait prob- 
lem, if the world is moving towards a 
new world order, then the same 
principles should apply to foe Arab- 
fareU problem. Then it would also be 
possible and necessary to remove 
weapons of mass destruction in the 
entire region. I th ink there is readi- 
ness on the Arab side. But is there 
any guarantee that Isrei might not use 
nuclear weapons?'' 

In answer to a question on Iraq's 
call for finking the Gulf crisis with 
other problems of the Middle East, 
the King said:“I am not suggesting 
that they should be addressed amul- 
taenousiy. but I am suggesting that 
there should be readiness to resolve 
ail these problems. 

Asked why Iraq does not just with- 
draw from Kuwait and allow the 
restoration of the emiri regime and 
then settle the problem between 
Kuwait and Iraq, the King said: “And 


go back to square one before the 
invasion? There was never a defined 
border, otherwise we wouldn't have 
had thl< problem in the (lest place. 
Somehow there has to be an under- 
standing of where we end up. Also, as 
long as there is a threat of possible 
military action against Iraq by a 
strong hostile force, this is holding up 
the question of releasing what the 
Iraqis call guests and the rest of the 
world calls hostages. As long as there 
is a question of whether (otters seek) 
the destructio of Iraq, this is the 
reason why the Iraqis are not begin- 
ning to move.” 

“We have always stood against the 
occupation of territories by war, and 
certainly against annexations, and 
this is a principle we have applied 
across the board. But the tragedy in 
this case is that it all could bave been 
avoided had some effort been made 
by the parties concerned, with Arab 
help, to resolve the problem peaceful- 
ly." 

The King explained the pro- Iraqi 
sentiment among the young Arab 
generation as representing a hope to 
end their pain. He said: “The pain is 
there because of the Palestinian prob- 
lem. They also see weaknesses caused 
by threats and challenges from with in 
foe Arab community. They see a lack 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian strike marks . . ~ 
1956 Kfar Qassem massacre 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Thousands of 
Palestinians stayed home from 
their jobs in Israel Monday dar- 
ing a general strike marking a 
1956 massacre of Palestinian 
villagers by Israeli soldiers. 

The strike came only a day 
after Israel lifted a four-day clo- 
sure of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, and hundreds of 
Palestinians found they had been 
replaced in their jobs by Israelis. 

Meanwhile, tensions were 
briefly raised among Israelis after 


by a military spokesman as Cor- 
poral Hareb Hath am, 19, of Beit 
Jann village in northern Israel, 
which is predominantly Druze. 

Radio reports said Hatfrafti’s 
body was .found at 11:30 p.m. 
(0930 GMT) Sunday by a pasting 
driver near the Golani junction, 
about 15 kilometres north of foe 
West Bank. 

Hath am was shot twice in the 
chest with his Israeli-made Galil 
rifle, the radios said. He 
apparently dragged himself to the 
main road where he was found by 


an Israeli soldier was found shot a truck driver, army radio said, 
to death. But police and aimy"^— The" gun was found some 400 
sources concluded the 19-year- metres fronf'foe body and only 


old Druze soldier probably com- 
mitted suicide. 

Last week's attacks on Israelis 
— which included foe fatal stab- 
bing of a woman soldier and 
knifing of two other women sol- 
diers — led to foe four-day block- 
ade on Palestinians from foe 
occupied territories entering 
Israel. 

Leaders of the 34-month 
Palestinian uprising have repe- 
atedly called for attacks on 
Israelis as revenge for foe A1 
Aqsa massacre of Palestinians 
Oct. 8. 

The dead soldier was identified 


one set of footprints was detected 
at foe site. Albert Musafia. police 
commander of the northern dis- 
trict, told foe radio. He said it 
looked like “we are talking about- 
sttiride.” 

Army sources initially said 
there was evidence Hath am could 
have been killed by guerrillas, but 
later agreed with foe suicide 
theory. 

Monday’s strike, which para- 
lysed commercial life throughout 
foe West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
was called by the Muslim fun- 
damentalist movement Hamas to 
mark 34 years since the killing of 


49 Israeli Arabs by soldiers in 
Kfar Qassem. 

It occurred during foe 1956 
Suez war in which Israel attacked 
Egypt in an effort to break a 
two-year Egyptian blockade of its 
southern ports. Curfews were im- 
posed on most Arab areas in 
Israel. 

The troops opened fire on 
orders to shoot curfew violators, 
but their Arab victims were most- 
ly workers returning home from 
jobs, unaware of the restrictions. 

There were some vain attempts 
by Palestinian activists to call off 
Monday's strike to avoid having 
more Arabs fired because of pro- 
longed absences from work. 

But Arab labour leaders said 
the strike hurt Israel as well since 
its economy still depended on the 
-work force of some 150.000 
Palestinians. 

Hundreds of Palestinians found 
Sunday they had been replaced 
during foe four-day closure of the 
occupied territories. 

Police, meanwhile, considered 
new “security” measures for the 
A1 Aqsa area, following a probe 
published Friday which criticised 
a lack of “security" precautions 
that could have prevented foe 
bloodshed. 


Waldegrave: Injustices to 
Palestinians must end 


RABAT (Agencies) — British 
Foreign Office Minister William 
Waldegrave called Monday for 
injustices to Palestinians to be 
rectified, saying the dispute 
poisoned the atmosphere in the 
Middle East. 

"One thing is clear, never 
ag ain must the Palestinian issue 
be allowed to be forgotten. It 
must be settled,” Waldegrave 
said at Rabat airport after arriv- 
ing from Algeria. 

“It is not a matter which should 
be linked to the Gulf crisis. The 
origins are separate. But it is a 
very important issue which 
poisons the atmosphere in the 
region and the injustice that con- 
tinues to be done to the Palesti- 
nians must be put right," he told 
Reuters. 

Waldegrave. starting a three- 
day visit to Morocco, said foe 
Gulf crisis would be a main topic 
of his talks with King Hassan and 
government leaders. 

He said Britain “greatly 
admires foe principled stand of 
Moroccan policy which is very 
dose to our own.** 

“We do not rule out foe milit- 
ary option but like most people 
we hope there will be a peaceful 
solution... we wish to avoid war 
but we must insist that Security 
Council resolutions be carried 
out" 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy has said Israel would pay 
the “political price” of finking the 
Gulf crisis with foe Palestinian 
question. 

“The so-called ‘free world’ tells 
us that foe priority is Saddam 


Hussein, to do everything so that 
he does not emerge conqueror of 
Kuwait," Levy told foe French 
daily Le Monde. 

“But at foe centre of this same 
‘free world’, certain members 
wish to establish a link between 
the Gulf crisis and the Palestinian 
question," said Levy, who ar- 
rived in Parts for a three-day visit 
Sunday. 

“In other words, Israel would 
be paying the ‘political price* of 
foe coalition that the west has 
made with certain Arab coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Israel strongly rejects foe Iraqi 
call for addressing the Gulf-crisis 
together with the issue of Palesti- 
nians and the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

Levy said an Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait followed by a re- 
ferendum on Kuwait’s future 
would be meaningless. 

Governments that consider 
such a formula "know perfectly 
well that a good part of foe 
population has fled, many others 
have been ex pelled and that the 
de m o graph i c balance has been 
destroyed,” he told Le Monde. 
“What do these games mean?” 

Levy arrived for talks with 
French officials expected to be 
dominated by foe Gulf crisis and 
the Palesti nian issue. France has 
repeatedly criticised Israel’s 
treatment of Pal estinian* fa the 
occupied territories, and favours 
settling the Arab-Israeli conflict 
throngh an international confer- 
ence, a strategy Israel opposes. 

Levy’s visit was scheduled he- 
fore Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait 


No more 
rationing 

of fuel 
in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Thousands of motorists took 
advantage Monday of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
decision Sunday to scrap pet- 
rol rationing by jamming gar- 
ages. 

The rush started immediate- 
ly after Iraqi television inter- 
rupted its programmes late 
Sunday to announoe the deci- 
sion and Saddam's sacking of 
his oil minister, Issam Abdul 
Rahim A! Chalabi. 

The rationing started six 
days ago after Chalabi said 
Iraq was short of chemical 
additives needed for refining 
crude oil into petrol. It was 
seen outside Iraq as the first 
signal that sanctions were be- 
ginning to bite. 

Iraq said Sunday the ration- 
ing was introduced on the basis 
of false information. It said 
stocks of imported additives 
were twice as great as earlier 
believed and they could also 
be manufactured locally. 

Nainir A1 Mufti, head of the 
state distribution firm, said his 
company had started supplying 
petrol to garages round-foe- 
dock. He urged drivers to stop 
rushing to fill np. 

■Saddam’s son-in-law Hus- 
sein Kamel, who. already con- 
trols Iraq’s military industries 
was appointed oil minister. 


•ill ■■ ■ . . f - l‘ • n-t iVui-’t- 






Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES. TUESDAY, OCTOBE^fr, 



GCC talks of peace but no compromise 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Gulf 
countries planned new peace 
moves Monday to ny to solve the 
Gulf crisis but warned Iraq not to 
expect any compromise. 

“There will be no concessions 
nor solutions outside the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions in 
order not to give the aggressor 
any benefit,'* a final communique 
said after two days of talks by 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
foreign minis ters. 

Omani Foreign Minister 
Yousef Ben Alawi Ben Abdullah 
said, however, that diplomacy 
was not dead. 

“Steps are to be taken in the 
coming weeks. These steps are 
considered part of diplomatic 
activity,'' he told reporters with- 
out elaborating. 

The communique said Iraq’s 
refusal to withdraw form Kuwait 
could lead to a devastating war 
that would cost the Iraqi people 


dearly. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud A1 Faisal left the meeting 
early for talks with Soviet envoy 
Yevgeny Primakov who flew to 
Jeddah. 

“(Primakov) asked to come, so 
let’s see what he has to say," the 
prince told reporters. 

Ben Alawi appeared to retain 
some hope that Primakov’s mis- 
sion was not a total failure. 

“I don't know what is in the 
pocket of Mr.Piimakov,’ 1 he said. 

Oman holds the rotating pres- 
idency of the GCC which also 
groups Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The foreign ministers held a 
second, unscheduled round of 
talks Monday morning at its mar- 
ble headquarters in the Saudi 
capital. 

Ben Alawi said Sunday real 


diplomacy had just started in the 
Gulf crisis. But the group's 
Kuwaiti secretary-general, 
Abdullah Bishara. said diploma- 
cy was in its last chapter and the 
region would be dose to inferno 
in a week. 

He stressed that the GCC con- 
tinues to demand an “uncon- 
ditional, full, total and complete” 
pullout of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

Craig in Bahrain 

Britain’s Chief of Defence 
Chief of Defence Staff Sir David 
Craig arrived in Bahrain Monday 
as part of a regional tour, the 
Golf News Agency (GNA) said. 

A British emba&y spokesman 
said Craig, who flew in from 
Riyadh, would visit British forces 
on the island and discuss the Gulf 
crisis with senior Bahraini offi- 
cials. He is due to leave for the 


United Arab Emirates Tuesday. 

Britain has fighter-bombers in 
Saudi Arabia, Oman and 
Bahrain. Around 12,000 British 
servicemen are on their way to or 
in the Gulf as part of the multina- 
tional force gathered to confront 
Iraq. 

Craig told a news conference 
before leaving Saudi Arabia he 
was optimistic die Gulf crisis 
could be resolved peacefully, but 
chat if war started the multina- 
tional force would defeat Iraq. 

“If we have to go to war it will 
be because we are quite confident 
that we can,” be said. 

He added he was “absolutely 
happy" with the chain of com- 
mand. which puts British troops 
under the tactical control of U.S. 
Gulf Commander-in-chief 
General Norman Schwarzkopf. 

“We’ve made very good 
arrangements with our American 
friends," he said. 


Thatcher wants Iraq to 
scrap non-convention arms 


Israel 
moves to 
prosecute 
Miari 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The Israeli 
parliament's house committee 
voted Monday to strip an Israeli 
Arab legislator of his immunity so 
he can be prosecuted for meeting 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials in violation 
of an Israeli law. 

The legislator. Mohammad 
Miari, of the one-seat leftist Prog- 
ressive Movement for Peace par- 
ty. called the decision a “lyn- 
ching.” He said he may appeal to 
the supreme court. 

The committee decision, 
approved 13:6 with two absten- 
tions. stands a good chance of 
winning final approval by the 
120-member parliament later this 
week. 


LONDON (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher said Mon- 
day that Iraq must give up its 
chemical, biological and nuclear 
weapons or face long-term econo- 
mic sanctions. 

Even if Iraq withdraw troops 
from Kuwait, sanctions might 
have to continue to prevent it 
from using the weapons, Thatcher 
said. 

“We shall have to consider how 
to deal with the chemical 
weapons, biological weapons and 
nuclear weapons which Iraq has 
so that they could never be used. 
That we'd have to do through the 
United Nations,” she said in a 
television interview. 

“It is possible that we could 
keep on the sanctions until we 
had settled the matter, otherwise 
it is quite possible that we shall be 
back in precisely the same posi- 
tion within a few years,” Thatch- 


er said. 

She insisted that an Iraqi with- 
drawal frbm Kuwait is the only 
way the Gulf crisis can be solved 
and reiterated her readiness to 
use military force. 

“ft is not a decision I ever 
welcome, but you do not appease 
an aggressor, otherwise, as Win- 
ston Churchill said, there is no 
end to the humiliation you may 
have to endure," she said. 

The prime minister said the 
“legitimate’’ government of 
Kuwait must be restored and. 
compensation paid for the dam- 
age done to its people and prop- 
erty by Iraq. 

Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said Friday Britain wanted 
a peaceful solution to the Gulf, 
crisis but stressed force would be 
used unless Iraqi troops withdrew 
from Kuwait. 


Saddam 
to meet 
Nakasone 

TOKYO (R) — Former 
Japanese Premier Yasuhiro 
Nakasone said Monday be bad 
been assured he would meet 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein when he visits Baghdad 
shortly, perhaps before the end 
of this week. 

Nakasone, who will be 
accompanied by a delegation 
from Japan's ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), was 
speaking in Tokyo after meet- 
ing the Iraqi ambassador who 
handed him a invitation to go 
to Baghdad on a peace mis- 
sion. 

“I'd like to have full talks 
(with Saddam) on ways of 
reaching a peaceful settlement 
of the Gulf crisis,” Nakasone 
said. 

Party officials said Nakasone 
and the LDP group planned to 
fly to Baghdad around Nov. 1. 

Senior LDP official 
Takayuki Sato, who will travel 
with Nakasone, told colleagues 
the main purpose of the visit 
was to^ talk with Japanese 
nationals prevented fnara leav- 
ing Iraqi 

Sato, the LDP deputy 
secretary-general, said they 
would take clothing, medicine 
and other goods for Japanese 
and other foreign nationals 
trapped since Iraq’s Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

There are 351 Japanese de- 
tained in Iraq. Of them 137 
men have been moved to 
strategic installations as deter- 
rents against attack by the 
U.S.-led multinational force, 
according to the Foreign 1 
Ministry. 

An official at Nakasone s 
office told reporters: “We 
don’t know if Nakasone can 
meet the ‘hostages’...all that is 
set is that he will meet Presi- 
dent Hussein.” 

While LDP delegates would 
be guests of Iraq's ruling Baath 
Party, an LDP official said 
Nakasone would travel as a 
party adviser on the invitation 
of the Iraqi Organisation of 
Friendship, Peace and Soli- 
darity. 

Japan has pledged $4 billion 
as a contribution to the costs of 
the multinational forces con- 
fronting Iraqi troops in 
Kuwait, and to help frontline 
states hit by the economic 
blockade of Iraq. 

Following U.S. pressure, the 
Japanese government is seek- 
ing parliamentary approval for 
a plan to send Japanese troops 
to The Gulf for non-combat 
duties. 


U.S. shifting support in 
effort to end Afghan war 


Several other legislators have 
been stripped of their par- 
liamentary immunity in the past, 
usually to allow prosecution on 
corruption charges. 

Miari. 50, is accused of violat- 
ing a 19S6 law that bars contact 
with “terrorist” groups. 

At issue is Miari’s appearance 
with PLO officials at a February 
1988 nc' : s conference in Athens. 
The Athens meeting was part of 
the PLO’s plan to send a ship 
with expelled Palestinians aboard 
to Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories. The plan was scuttled by 
an underwater explosion that 
blew a hole in the hull of the si p 

Miari, bom in a village near 
Acre that was destroyed in the 
1948 war, said the committee 
decision was a “dishonour to 
Israeli democracy.” 

“My immunity is not given me 
by legislators but by the masses 
who elected me for my message 
of seeking peace and a just solu- 
tion by establishing a Palestinian 
state alongside Israel,” Miari 
added. 

Committee member Haggai 
Merom of the left-of-centre 
Labour Party defended the vote 
by saying, “for me the PLO is the 
enemy and when Miari cooper- 
ates with the PLO then he be- 
comes my enemy.” 

Israel's supreme court struck 
down an earlier attempt to par- 
tially lift Mian's immunity in 1986 
for meeting PLO leaders. 

The last Israeli convicted of 
violating the “anti-terror" law 
was peace activist Abie Nathan 
who was released February after 
serving four months in jail for 
meeting PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat in Tunis. Nathan is being fried 
again following another meeting 
with Arafat earlier this year. 


•WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
.United States is adopting, a new 
Tactic in Afghanistan, reflecting a 
determination to end one of its 
last proxy wars against the Soviet 
Union. 

Officials and experts say the 
United States has shifted support 
away from leaders of the Afghan 
exile community in Pakistan to 
the rebel commanders inside 
Afghanistan who are fighting the 
Soviet-armed government. 

U.S. officials hope the rebel 
commanders can break the stale- 
mate in the fighting and clear the 
way to a peace agreement with 
Moscow and the pro-Soviet in 
Kabul. 

The rebels, armed by the Un- 
ited States and Saudi Arabia, 
have failed to fulfill predictions 
they would defeat the Kabul gov- 
ernment after it lost the support 
of the Soviet troops, who invaded 
Afghanistan in 1979 and went 
home 20 months ago. 

But the commanders recently- 
set up a new council, and earlier 
this month 40 commanders from 
around Afghanistan met to coor- 
dinate an offensive against pro- 
vincial capitals. 

“For the first time since the 
Soviets withdrew, the Mujahe- 
deen are pulling together,” said 
one U.S. official. 

Both the United States and the 
Soviet Union want out of Afgha- 
nistan, jusr as they are trying to 
extricate themselves from sup- 
porting rival factions in the prot- 
racted civil wars in Cambodia and 
Angola. 


“The United States has made a 
derision at the highest levels (that 
we make a deal with the Soviets 
and get out.” said Barnett Rubin, 
an Afghanistan expert at Col- 
umbia University. 

Soviet and U.S. officials say 
they are near agreement on 
Afghanistan but they still differ 
over what role, if any. Soviet- 
installed president Najiballah will 
play in an interim government. . 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze are sche- 
duled to hold more talks next 
month. 

Initially, the United States had 
high hopes for a seven-faction 
Afghan interim government set 
up in Pakistan last year to oversee 
rebel operations against Kabul 
and prepare for z transition to 
democratic rule. . 

But the administration was 
forced to re-evaluate due to 
continued fighting, divisions 
among the factions, U.S. dis- 
agreements with Pakistan, and 
growing pressure from Congress 
to cut aid to the rebels. 

The administration now Is pin- 
ning its hopes on the newly orga- 
nised council of guerrilla com- 
manders to put military pressure 
on the Kabul government and 
strengthen the U.S. position at 
the bargaining table. 

“There has definitely been a tilt 
toward dealing directly with the 
commanders.” said ZaJmay Kha- 
li lzad, a frequent adviser to the 
State Department. 


PLO says Israeli report 

Into killing s is whitewash 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has rejected the Israeli 
inquiry into the Oct. 8 massacre 
of Palestinians in occupied Jeru- 
salem as an attempt at a 
whitewash. 

“A biased Israeli commission, 
hastily thrown together by the 
Shamir government... has now 
tried to whitewash this latest mas- 
sacre,” Bassam Abu Sharif, poli- 
tical adviser to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, said in a statement 
Sunday night. 

“The Israeli commission totally 
ignored that Isareli police used 
automatic weapons to gun down v 
helpless, fleeing Palestinian civi- 
lians and shot doctors and other 
medical personnel.. .there is in- 
controvertible evidence of these 
events," he said. 

“For Israel to seriously urge 
that it can investigate itself is the 
same as letting the fox judge foe 
behaviour of his follow foxes in 
the chicken coop.” 

The commission, headed by 
former intelligence chief Zvi 
Zamir, said police were justified 


in opening fire at Arabs m Jeru- 
salem on Oct. 8. But it criticised 
police commanders for not anti- 
cipating and preventing fire vio- 
lence. 

. Israel’s cabinet has endorsed 
the report. 

The PLO tried to obtain a 
U.N. Security Council mission of 
inquiry into the killings- Israel 
refused to receive the mission 
from the U.N. secretariat which 
the council finally approved. 

Abu Sharif repeated demands 
for U.N. protection for Palesti- 
nians against Israeli occupation 
forces in the West Bank and Gaza 
and again accused Washington of 
doable standards. 

“As Israel tells the United Na- 
tions and the world to go to bell 
— that it will massacre whenever 
it chooses — the United States 
sends $700 milli on to the Shamir 
government to buy more guns 
and bullets to murder more 
Arabs.” he said. 

“Israeli massacres continue to 
escalate, and even at this moment 
the Shamir government laughs in 
the face of the U.N.” 


2 Japanese stage hunger 
strike against Gulf plan 


TOKYO (R) — Two Japanese 
defied police to begin a hunger 
strike outside the Defence Agency 
in Tokyo Monday to protest 
against plans to send troops over- 
seas for the first time since World 
War H. 

“We will continue the strike 
until the bill to send troops 
abroad is withdrawn or defe- 
ated,” said one of the hunger 
strikers, 62-year-old Koji Izawa. 

He and his companion. 53- 
year-old woman activist Micbiko 
Yoshida. surrounded by 30 sup- 
porters. sat beside the main gate 
of the Defence Agency headquar- 
ters in central Tokyo. 

About 50 police and Defence 
Agency officials ordered them in 
vain to leave. 

One police officer yelled 
through a loud speaker: “Go 
away you are blocking the 
traffic." 

A defence official pulled down 
a banner which said: “We are on 
hunger strike. We stand firm 
against sending self-defence 
forces abroad.” _ _ ; J 
. This month the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party submitted to 
parliament a bill allowing up to 


2.000 personnel, including mem- 
bers of the self-defence forces, to 
be sent to the Gulf. 

They would play a non-com- 
bat, support role for tbe multina- 
tional forces in Saudi Arabia con- 
fronting Iraq. 

“The bill is designed to pave 
the way for a revival of militarism 
Japan had 45 years ago,” said 
Yoshida, whose father was killed 
during the war. 

But a Defence Agency official 
responded: “Japan should send its 
troops to the Gulf even if it 
requires a change in the U.S.- 
imposed constitution. The United 
States imposed the constitution to 1 
weaken Japan." 

The constitution bans Japan 
from using war to settle diploma- 
tic conflicts. 

More than 1,000 people de- 
monstrated against the bill on 
Sunday in the southern city of 
Miyazaki 

'No doctors needed' 

A Japanese medical team sent to 
the Gulf amid intense debate 
over Japan's role therehasfound 
its services aren’t “needed "by 
U.S.-led multinational forces, 
members said Monday. 


Turkey names Ozal nephew 
as new defence minister 


ANKARA (R) — President Tur- 
gut Ozal's nephew, Husnu 
Dogan. was named Turkey’s new 
defence minister Monday to suc- 
ceed Safa Giray who resigned 
after inter-cabinet rifts. 

State-run radio said Dogan, an 
engineer-turn ed-politirian was 
appointed by Prime Minister Yil- 
dirira Akbulut following Giray’s 
resignation Oct. 18. 

Dogan. 46. was a state minister 
dealing mainly with the economy 
in Akbulut’s cabinet. He was 
agriculture minister from 1983 to 
1987. 

Dogan’s appointment is- likely 
to give Ozal a firmer grip on 
defence affairs, espeically during 
the Gulf crisis. 

Ozal masterminded NATO- 
member Turkey's response to the 
crisis, severing all trade with Iraq 
in line with the U.N embargo and 
cutting two major Iraqi oil export 
pipelines to the Mediterranean 
across southern Tarkey. 

Six days before Giray quit. 
Foreign Minister Ali Bozer res- 
igned. Both men, one-time Ozal 
loyalists from the dominant liber- 
al wing of the ruling Motherland 
Party, stepped down after an 
apparent power struggle with 


nationalists and conservatives. 

The appointment of Dogan, 
from the party’s conservative 
wing is seen as a setback for the 
liberals in the 28-member 
cabinet, where they now have 10 
seats. 

Ozal moved quickly last week 
to stem any further resignation 
threats among liberal cabinet 
members, who have been frus- 
trated by an apparent right-wing 
shift in policies and weak lead- 
ership. 

Ozal founded Motherland in 
1983 after years of army rule and 
led it until his controversial elec- 
tion as president by parliament 12 
months ago. .Newspapers said he 
had lengthy talks with Mesut Yfl- 
maz. leader of tbe liberal wing, 
last week. 

Yilmaz, who quit as foreign 
minister in February after inter- 
cabinet differences, has said he 
will challenge Akbulut for lead- 
ership of Motherland at a party 
congress in January. The party 
leader traditionally becomes 
prime minister. 

Motherland has 276 of the 450 
seats in the single-chamber par- 
liament. It was returned for a new 
five-year term in November 1987. 
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UAE to lose money from long crisis 

Std aid to oounttte I* by ^ GuK 
Crisis’ would offset tbe extra income, Hamar sa id m ajednre . He f 
rave no figures for UAE spending, bat ^d U.S.^mnratK pnt < 
defence spending and funding for the midtmatKmal force by foe sec 
ConndUGCC) smms.at $18 bUh™ P^. 
The GCC groups Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, The UAE, Bahr agi, 
Oman and Qatar Oil prices are around $33 per barrel, agamst $20 
of Kuwait. The UAE, to help make a 
exports bylraq and Kuwait, boosted output to mound 2.2 mflhon 
bpd this month from around 1.6 in August- 
baton dirhams ($1.9 bffliofl) were transferred out of tbe UAEma 
run on banks in the days after tbe invasion. “If there is awar i 
expect transfer of funds to be at that level per month, he added. 



Irish lawmakers reject warning 
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nriRT IN (AP) An opposition lawmaker said Monday 

SSJ » go visit to tafc W 

planned to make the trip were not saymg how they wmrid respond 
topressore from the government. There are 225 
ta<£Ttobe defamed in Iraq. Leaders of Eorop^^ 
So nations pledged themselves at then weekend samrim 
Rome to discourage such contacts with the Iraqi gweTtiment^ , *My 
obh^n^Ta result of this declaration wbch 
strongone, is the responsibility to disetmrago o^jnsfrom pragt? 
Iran to negotiate the release of the hostages, Pn»n® Minister I 
Gharies Haughey said Sunday. Micbcal D- Higgins, a Labour Party 
legislator from ^Galway , said he intended to 

M nlanned. “I am going as an independent parhamenta- 
rian in ItspSnse to a request from the Gulf Rc^^uppoxt 
Co mmi ttee ” "RGiarins said. Two of his colleagues . however, were 

non-commital. Paul Bradford of Fme Gael, the mam opposing 
.... u i eonnixfv mfKrder anv leanest 


pri 


50' 


non-commital. Paul jsraarora or rms ~ 

paxty, said tbe group would have to seriously oonstder any request 
from Haugbey to call off the trip. 

government Hanna Fail Party declined to discuss the situation. 


Israeli officer detained on suspicion of fraud 

TFT AVIV (AP) — Nfititary police detained a high-ranking air 
force officer suspected of fraud and bribery in connection with the 
purchase of weapons and other equipment in the U.S., Israel 
Television reported. The officer, identified as Brigadier-General 
Arm ; Dofan, is die hi ghest rankin g army officer to be detained on 
such charges in recent years, the television said. The report said 
Dolan’s detention follows a secret investigation of several months 
conducted by Israeli police and military investigators. Tbe radio 
said Dofan was suspected of committing these crimes while serving 
with a Defence Ministry delegation in New York two years ago. 
The reports gave other details. jji 


4 killed In clash In southeast Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Three Kurdish rebels and a para-militaiy 
gendarme were kille d Sunday in a dash between rebels and 
Turkish security forces in southeastern Turkey, foe semi-official 
Anatolian news agency said Monday. The dash was near the town 
of Lice, in Dtyarbaldr province, 800 kilometres, southeast of 
Ankara. 1 - More than 2,600. pqy le have 3?ecn lri&ed sbSft the 
"a)^iioxny-^c«lcmg Korifisfi Wwkers Party (PKK) launched an 
independence campaign in mid-1984. 


Egypt claims capture of Iraqi-run group 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt said it has captured several Palestinian 
sabotage squads, including one that allegedly received instructions 
from Iraq. Interior Minister Abdul Halim Musa was quoted by the 
state-owned A1 Ahram newspaper Monday as telling a cabinet 
meeting the groups had infiltrated Egypt from several border^ 
points and had been carrying weapons, ammunition and explo- 1 
sives. One of the groups was run by Baghdad and was instructed to 
contact Egyptian extremists to help them stage attacks inside the 
country, the paper said Musa told the Sunday cabinet meeting. The 
Palestinians were carrying plans for attacking important figures in 
the country or had instructions- to make contact and cooperate 
with Egyptian extremists, the paper reported him as saying. A1 
Ahram did not indicate if any of tbe groups were involved in the 
Oct. 12 murder of Parliamentary Speaker Rifaat Mahjoub. In a 
dawn raid Saturday Egypt arrested a group of fundamentalists it 
said had carried out tbe assassination and on Sunday security 
sources said 300 others had been detained for i questioning. The 
Interior Ministry said some of the fundamentalists hhd received 
foreign support. 


Gulf crisis has cost Soviets $10 billion 


LONDON (R) — Foreign Trade Minister Konstantin Katushev 
said Sunday the Gulf crisis had cost the Soviet Union $10 billion, 
TASS news agency reported. The Gulf crisis has had “a most 
negative effect" on the Soviet economy which has sustained direct . 
and indirect losses of about $10 billion, it quoted him as saying on J 
visit to Saudi Arabia. TASS, monitored by the British Broadcast- 1 
ing Corporation, said the Soviet Union and Saudi Arabia had 
agreed to give each other most favoured nation trading status as 
part of agreements to develop bilateral trade. Katushev said a 
Soviet trade mission would be set up in Saudi Arabia. 




0 






ip.-. 






[Pri 


am 

Mor 

DSp 

Oftl 

K*; 

rcn 

Am 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
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2340 News summary in Arabic 
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19-30 Newsin Hebrew 

2040 Newsin Arabic 
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CHURCHES 


Tel. 


TeL 


SL Mary at Nazareth Church, Swdfleb 
TeL 810740. 

Assemblies <ft God Church, Tel. 
632785, 685326. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation 
637440. 

De la SiDe Church TeL 661757 
Temmnta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anmmriatiou 

623541. 

Angfican Church Tel. 625383, TeL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TeL 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church TeL 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Quin of Latter- 
Day Saints TeL 81S817. 654431 


WEATHER 


Bulktia supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


A rise in temperature will occur 
and winds will be southeasterly moder- 
ate to fresh, causing dust in desert 
areas. In Aqaba, it wiD be dusty with 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


northerly moderate to fresh wind and 
wavy sea. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman !5/2£ 

Aqaba 21/34 

Deserts 13 / 31 

Jordan Valley 22/34 

Yesterday's high fe m p e ra rares: Am- 
man 25, Aqaba 32. Humidity readings: 
Amman 36 per cent, Aqaba 19 per 
can. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Salman Dabonba 776751 

Dr. KhaQ Abdul Qadet 795392 

Dr. Issam BaTjaio 67966 6 

Dr. Mohammad Sawwa 732056 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSahun pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Sbraesani pharmacy ...... 637660 


UUUD: 

Dr. Ayman Abul Haija C — ) 

Al Sbaraa' pharmacy (945238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Kbasfaayhneh .. ( — ) 
Kbafifcb pharmacy 9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Oil Defence Department 661111 

Cnri] Defence Immediate 

Rewae 630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pofice 192. 621111. 637777 

Fin: Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 60S800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mnoidpahty 

Complaints........ 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OvenesCaDc 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repain 661101 

Jordan Television 773112 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority — — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Co mpan y — 6 36381 

RJ night Information 08-53200 

Queen Alla Ind- Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 81381302 
KhaHdi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
Ak&h Maternity. J.Aum.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shm ritani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

AUMnasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abtfah 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaU 664164/6 

Itahac, Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. J. AstaraSeh 775111/26 

Army, Mmta 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 60224050 

Amai Hospital — 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zan^a Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zatmi National Hosdta! .. (09)991071 
IbnSma Hospital - (09)986732 


HUMD: 

Princes Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Cathdrc Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


RttTHETRAVEUER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jorduoan (RJ) infrw m ai wn depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Alta International 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


•545 ..... 
09:15 .... 

Singapore, Kush Lumpur (RJ) 

19:15 .... 


.... 

Calm ran 

1040 Dulw-Om 

1045 ... 
1055 ... 


1(49 ... 
1740 ... 

.... Montreal. New York (RJ) 

1940 ._ 

. — Belgrade (Rl) 


Ka 


— - Tripoli fl 

2105 .... Frankfurt, Copenhagen (I 

— — — Rome ft 

Rome ft 


Other Flight! (Terminal 2) 

S3 —z::zz:£Z^ 

**25 - Riyadh (SV) 

J* 5 * - Cairo (MS) 

2>lW Zurich, Lamars (SP.) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


•905 

LUO 

11M0 

1240 

1240 

12:15 

12*5 

1340 

13:15 


— .Loodonl 

— Belgrade) 

TripoB ( 

- Cairo ( 

.. Vjemia, Frankfurt ( 

.......... — Vienna (RJ) 

Rome, Madrid (RJ) 


2140 

2L*10 

2140 

2145 

22:15 

22:15 


Geneva. Brussels ( 

Paris! 

Bahrain, Doha I 

Dhahraut 

— — Jeddah j 

..Cairo! 

Abo Dhabi, Dubai ( 

Larnaeal , 

Damascus (RJ) 


0fel5 Beaut (ME) 

1441 Riyadh (SV) 

MoixrafiU) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) Sage 
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New coalition hopes to 
promote parliamentary life 




Her RoyaHQghaess Princess Basma Monday visits Qdosm social gerric , ea 


(Petra photo) 


Princess Basma visits 
social services centre 
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IRBID (J.T.) — Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma Monday vi- 
sited a social services centre set 
op at Bidoan in the Irbid Gov- 
eznorate and was briefed on the 
progress of work and the prog- 
rammes prepared for the trainees 
and the various installations 
needed for the centre's opera- 
tions. 

The centre, which is to join 25 
other similar centres operated by 
the Queen Alia Social Welfare 
Fond (QAF) in the Kingdom is 
also being prepared to serve as a 
model institution training women 
in. .the field of child care in the 
Irbid Govcraorate, according to 
QAFs officials. 

They said that the centre, to 
open soon, would accommodate 
90 children to be seated in three 
kindergarten classes in addition 
to a number of children, aged 
seven to 13, who will have special 
courses on ways to develop their 
drills and talents. 

In addition, the new centre will 
ran programmes designed to de- 


velop skills of local women, offer- 
ing them vocational training, 
cultural, social and health courses 
designed to help build sound 
bases for family life specially in 
the rural regions of Jordan. 

QAF has already extended 
technical and financial asastance 
to many child care p rog r a mme in 
rural and bedouin areas in Jordan 
as well as in needy urban loca- 
tions. Through specialised staff, 
QAF started kindergartens and 
children’s dubs and now runs 
courses for women in pre-natal 
care breastfeeding and early 
childhood care, emphasising on 
ways to prevent disabling illnes- 
ses. 

Women taking courses in she 
centre will also be trained in 
farming activities to help national 
effort to ensure food security for 
the country and to help raise die 
famil y standard of living. 

The Princess, who is chairper- 
son of the QAFs board of trus- 
tees, was welcomed at the site by 
Irbid Governor Jawdat Seboul 


Centre in Zarqa to advise 
on saving energy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Monday opened an energy and 
electridty information and ad* Is- 
ory centre in Zarqa to pr vide 
advice to the public about means 
of cutting down on electricty and 
fnel consumption in the course of 
a nation-wide drive to reduce fuel 
co nsump tion under the present 
difficult circumstances. 

The ministry’s Secretary 
General Asem Ghosh eh inaugu- 
rated die centre, the third of its 
kind in Jordan, and said that the 
bills were showing a decrease in 
fad consumption, but be did not 
disclose the amount of savings. 

The Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources has just com- 
pleted an initial study on the 
results of the application of fuel 
saving measures, introduced on 
OcL 7, and found out that “quite 
a reasonable margin of savings of 


imported oil used for gene ra t i ng 
electricity and driving machines 
has been made.” 

Last week, Jordan Electridty 
Authority (JEA) Director Gener- 
al Mohammad Saeed Arafeh said 
on Jordan Television that feed 
back in the form of bills for 
consumed energy available to 
JEA show that members of public 
have been reducing energy con- 
sumption especially in the domes- 
tic fields. 

Predictions made by JEA and 
Jordanian economists upon the 
introduction of energy conserva- 
tion measures predicted that at 
least 3,550 tonnes of fuel, needed 
to produce electridty, would be 
saved every year. 

The government introduced a 
two-day weekend for its em- 
ployees to cut down on energy 
and fuel used in the buildings and 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Prince Hassan visits Division 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday virited the Fourth Royal Mechanised Division betuUjuar- 
ters where he was received by its commander and renter officials. 
The Crown Prince later visited one of the division s fonnanonsand 
inspected its training process and administrative work. Thel Prince 
. conveyed to the formation’s recruits the 

King Hussein, the supreme commander of the Joidaman Armed 
Forces, and urged them to persevere in their work to keep the 
Armed Fences strong. 

Kabaritf, German ambassador hold talks 

AMMAN (Petra) Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Abdul 

£^ ( KSiti the German .gov^nmjmt for the 

asastance it extended to Jordan In a matm$ 

German Ambassador to Jordan Herwig Bartels, 
the effects of the Gulf crisis on Jordan rnj general, ud on t m 
pa rticular Kabariti and Bartels also discussed 
opening Umm Qais Gallery andthe 
renovatiODWorks carried out through assistance from the German 
government. — 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tie 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of chiklren’i pointings »t Abdtd Stated Shotmn 

Foundation (9 aJ*- “ 5 P* nL) - ^ ^ 

* entitled “Science and Technology Parks' at fee 

BrffUi Cornea. 

FILMS 

* Open fifan f«**"“* 


who paid tribute to QAF and 
Princess Basma for their con- 
tributions to the local communi- 
ties. 

Seboul also briefed the Prin- 
cess on various aspects of ibe 
centre an 3 on the way the local 
population will benefit from its 
services. 

QAF specialists, present dur- 
ing the visit, spoke in detail about 
QAFs activities and program- 
mes; they said that QAF plans to 
open a total of SO centres for 
social services, especially in the 
rural areas and poor districts of 
the country. 

Established in 1977, QAF is a 
non-profit private national orga- 
nisation supporting voluntary 
work and promoting soda! de- 
velopments in urban, rural and 
sezru-arid desert regions in Jor- 
dan. 

The Eidoun centre, according 
to the specialists, will be used as a 
model centre to train personnel 
on voluntary and social develop- 
ment programmes. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The newly 
formed 42 member parliamentary 
coalition is based on all embrac- 
ing programmes aiming at prom- 
oting parliamentary Me in the 
country, according to Atef Be- 
toush, member of the indepen- 
dent Islamic Bloc which is part of 
the coalition. 

Bttoush, who has nominated 
himself as a candidate for the 
Parliament spe ak ership, said be 
hoped the new coalition would be 
supported by all public sectors 
since u rt will follow a balanced 
pattern to serve all factions." 

The birth of the so-called 
Arab-Islamic parliamentary 
coalition was announced by De- 
puty ls&a Reimouni who said that 
it wfli comprise 22 deputies from 
the Islamic Bloc, eight from die 
independent Muslim greap, 
seven liberals and five national- 
ists. 

According to Reimouni, the 
coalition could grow to indude 46 
members, but consultations 
among the deputies are underway 
and the results are not known yet. 

House Speaker Salesman Arar 
said thai major blocs and coali- 
tions in Parliament would have 
their influence on the various 
resolutions. “The big groups are 
bound to have an effect on 
reaching speedy resolutions on 


various issues,” Arar said. 

Arar, who is running for a 
second term, said that the House, 
in its second session due ic open 
on Now 17, would witness further 
achievements. 

"Should I be re-elected as 
House speaker, I will do all us m> 
power to proside bener services 
and offices for the deputies m 
Parliament, depending or. the 
budge: and the available 
means.” said Arar. 

Deputy Fawri Tucwimcn toid 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that the new coalition aimed at 
raising the standard of parliamen- 
tary life and effectiveness, and h 
hoped to unify various faccoas. 
“Unity of will and action inside 
Parliament will have its positive 
and favourable impact cc the 
legislations. ” he said. 

He said that the new coalition 
aimed at achieving a broader 
consensus among the deputies on 
various topics and ax fulfilling the 
aspirations of the electorate. 

Meanwhile, it was announced 
Monday that the National Bloc in 
Parliament would hold a mee ting 
Wednesday to d.o-n«L< nominating 
a candidate for the speakership 
post. The Liberal Bloc has sche- 
duled a similar meeting Wednes- 
day. 


Aqaba bound 
ship turned back 


transport. It also decided that 
commerical businesses dose at 7 
p.m. and street lighting be switch- 
ed off at 5 a.m. 

In financial terms the econom- 
ists said the measures would save 
up to S 500,000 monthly, in addi- 
tion to an unspecified quantity of 
fuel used for transporting em- 
ployees to and from work. 

Gboshe said in his statement 
Monday that the bills were “good 
indicators that reducing fuel con- 
sumption was yielding fruit” and 
that the measures were welcomed 
by the public sectors in general. 

The centre in Zarqa, like die 
other two located in Amman and 
Irbid he said, will be providing 
advice free of charge about heat- 
ing facilities, lighting, insulation 
of buildings and different means 
of cutting down on fuel and elec- 
tricity consumption. 


National 

charter 

panels 

finalise work 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Most of the 
sub-committees affiliated to die 
' general commission preparing the 
national charter have finalised 
their work and a special group is 
now preparing two working pap- 
ers for the commission's discus- 
sions, according to Ahmad 
Obeidat, chairman of the Royal 

Commission on the National 
Charter. 

Obeidat told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the two pap- 
ers would deal with the Jordanian 
Palestinian cooperation and with 
Jordanian ties with Arab and 
foreign countries. 

The sub-committees which 
finalised their work are those 
dealing with economic and social 
j«ii w J political pluralism and the 
state of law, education and 
national security. 

According to Obeidat. the 
Royal commission will bold a 
meeting later on to discuss the 
two papers and wifi also review 
the sub-comminecs’ reports. 

Obeidat said that the commis- 
sion was yet to debate a working 
paper about national security. He 
believed that the final approval of 
dns particular paper depended on 
die endorsement by the commis- 
sion of tiie other papers and 
reports. 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — American 
warships enforcing the U.N. 
international embargo against 
Iraq intercepted a ship en 
route to the Jordanian Red Sea 
port of Aqaba, according to 
shipping sources in Amman. 

The Blue Nile, sailing under 
a Sudanese flag, was inter- 
cepted and turned back Oct. 28 
at 11 a.m. for "irrelevant 
reasons.” the sources in con- 
tact with the ship said. “They 
(U.S. Navy) misinterpreted 
the abbreviating of some com- 
mercial cargo on the man- 
ifest,” the source quoted a 
Blue Nile officer as saying. The 
Blue Nile bas sailed back to 
Port Sudan to wait for instruc- 
tions. 

The ship, which has been 
turned back from Aqaba once 
before for a similar reason , wzs 
carrying general cargo ranging 
from animal food to electrical 
appliances. 

Shipping line agents have 
contacted the concerned gov- 
ernment antborities about the 
blockade. The agents said they 
“got the impression that the 

government was planning to 
take this issue to the highest 
authorities." Jordanian offi- 
cials and American Embassy 
diplomats could not be reached 
for comment Monday evening. 


Many shipping agents and 
officials believe there actions 
are designed to block activity 
at the port in order to further 
place pressure on Jordan for its 
perceived pro-Iraq: stance in 
the crisis. 

Jordan has refused to sup- 
port the deployment of foreign 
forces “in Saudi Arabia and 
the Gulf but at the same time 
has called for an Iraqi with- 
drawal and has rejected Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait. The 
Kingdom has also pledged to 
adhere to U.N. imposed sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

Saudi Arabia has also taken 
steps seen as aimed at hamper- 
ing shipping to the’ Kingdom. 
Riyadh, citing unprecedented 
customs Drocedures. is de- 
laying transshipments destined 
for Jordan at the Red Sea port 
of Jeddah. In addition to die 
piling up of over 200 containers 
destined for Jordan at Jeddah, 
a “new Saudi tread has sur- 
faced.” Tawfiq Kawar, presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Shipping 
Agents Association, said las: 
week. He said it had become 
difficult for ships to sail to 
Aqaba from Saudi ports to 
pick up Jordanian exports cf 
phosphates. 

Kawar accused Saudi cus- 
toms authorities of "deliber- 
ately delaying the clearance 
process (for vessels bound for 
Aqaba) by ignoring our repe- 
ated requests.” 


Gulf crisis affects 
AAU activities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Certain 
aspects of the activities of the 
Association of Arab Universities 
(AAU) have been aff ecte d by the 
Gulf crisis, mainly meetings and 
seminars that had been scheduled 
to be held in Arab states, accord- 
ing to AAU Secretary General 
Dr. Mohammad Dugheim. 

A seminar on history teaching 
at Arab universities that has been 
scheduled for the coming month 
at the University of Jordan, a 
seminar on dentistry, which was 
scheduled for January 1991 at 
Tanta University in Egypt, a 
seminar on university regulations 
scheduled to be held in Bahrain, 
and a meeting on oil and minerals 
scheduled for November at the 
Syrian Baath University have all 
been postponed until further 
notice, according to Dugheim in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. 

M Bui on the whole contacts 
between the Amman-bared AAU 
and various universities concern- 
ing normal university activities in 
the Arab World and information 
collected or distributed about va- 
rious issues related to teaching 
and regulations were continuing 
at a normal pace and were not 
affected,” Dugheim said. 

“At present the AAU is busily 
working on a general guidebook 
for all staff at Arab universities 
despite the crisis and differences 
among the Arab regimes on poli- 
tical maners,” Dugbcim said. 

The AAU board meeting, he 
added, has scheduled a meeting 
in Qatar in February where a 
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His Majesty King Hussein Monday receives the i 


papal nuncio, Andrea di Momezemolo i Petra 


King receives Papal message 
from new Apostolic delegate 


AMMAN :J.T. I — His Majesty- 
King Hussein Monday received a 
message from His Holiness Pope 
John Paul n accrediting a new 
Apostolic delegate to the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan. 

The message was delivered to 
the King at the Royal Court by 
the new delegate Andrea di Mon- 
tezemoio who arrived in Amman 
Friday on a week-long visit to 
Jordan. 

King Hussein welcomed the 
delegate to Jordan and wished 
him success in his noble mission, 
acco rding to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. 

Tne new delegate will now 
serve as the Vatican ambassador 
to Jordan and Palestine. 

Di Montezemolo Saturday re- 


ceived members of a delegation 
who will soon be visiting the 
Vatican for a meeting with die 
Pope to discuss Middic East 
issues, difficulties facing Jordan 
as a result of the Gulf crisis and 
the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

Members of the delegation, 
which is still being formed, told 
the Papal envoy that the Pope 
would be urged to intervene and 
to provide help to Jordan, which 
is facing difficulties and political 
as well as economic pressures in 
view of its national stand. 

"The Arab people in general 
realise that the Vatican’s position 
has not changed since 1947 with 
regard to Jerusalem and Palestine 
and therefore the Pope will be 


approached to help prov.de pro- 
tection to the people cf Palestine 
and enable them to exercise their 
rights freely ." members of the 
delegation said at a meeting with 
the newly appointed Ap«:ci:c 
delegate in Amman Saturday. 

They said that the delegation to 
visit Rome will coir.pr.se mem- 
bers of both houses cf parlia- 
ment . heads of universities, 
mayors, university professes, 
labour federation members, 
women groups, heads c: tribes 
and intellectuals as we:! as heads 
of Islamic and Christian com- 
munities. 

The date of ihe delegation's 
visit is expected to be fixed once 
arrangements have been com- 
pleted. 


Mother Teresa may consider visit to Baghdad 

Charity group unveils 
initiative for Gulf talks 


scientific conference on higher 
education economics and its re- 
lations to socio-economic de- 
velopment will be organised. 

Referring to the Arab univer- 
sities in the occupied Wes: Bank 
and Gaza Strip, Dugheim said 
that AAU has been pursuing a 
policy of exposing the Israeli 

practices to the world. 

AAU has been in contact with 
regional and international orga- 
nisations, like the United Nations 
Educational Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO; and 
the U.N. organisation in New 
York as well as international con- 
ferences, to present the care cf 
the Arab universities, which have 
been closed for more than three 
years without justification by ihe 
Israelis, Dugheim said. 

"In many cases world organisa- 
tions have been exercising press- 
ure on the Israeli authorities to 
reopen the Arab ociverates znd 
release detained staff members 
and students.” Dugheim added. 

He said that the" AAU would 

continue to extend all possible 
assistance to the Arab universi- 
ties in the occupied territories in 
cooperation with the Arab uni- 
versities so that Palestinians' 
Steadfastness could be further 
boosted. 

He said that the AAU was 
trying to increase the number of 
seats a s signed in Arab universi- 
ties for students from occupied 
Palestine and to iiw w the 
amounts of funds allocated for 
Arab universities under Israeli 
rule. 


j By P.V. Vivekanand 

! Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

1 

I AMMAN — An international 
. group which enjoys the sup- 
I port of renowned pacifist and 
! soda! worker Mother Teresa 
: has unveiled a self-initiated 
j proposal for peace talks to 
: resolve the Gulf crisis and is 
\ appealing to all parties con- 
| cerned not to undertake any 
\ “inflammatory’' activities 
i which could undermine its 
1 efforts. 

| “Refugee Year 89-90,” a 
; London-based international 
j charity, has been working since 
j Oct. 15 to arrange a "peace 
! meeting, involving politicians 
j from ihe different countries 
J involved (in the Gulf crisis), on 
j neutral territory” in the next 
J 14 to 21 days, said Daniel 
j Lillis, deputy secretary-general 
1 of the organisation, which was 
j set up in November 1989. 

The organisation has no 
. political position on the con- 
; diet and is seeking only to 
; develop a "dialogue" among 
| the parties. "Any political sub- 
; stance to the talks should come 
| from the various interested 
i parties involved,” Lillis told a 
: press conference Monday. At 
• the same time, be said, the 
1 proposal has the endorsement 
! of "eight to nine European 
| countries and several Asian 
, nations," be said. "Discussions 
! would also reflect the wider 
1 concerns of the interested par- 
j ties regarding the long- 
; standing problems of the re- 
\ gion,” he said in an obvious 
) reference to the Arab-lsraeli 
| conflict and other problems in 
j the region. 

I Lillis declined to name the 
j countries which support the 
) group's initiative or the posa- 
j bie venue of the suggested 

peace conference. 

■ The main concern behind 
| the organisation's effort was 
| fot the "perhaps niiUiaas” of 
I people who could be displaced 
] because of the fears of "war on 
a massive scale” in the region, 
UK* said. 

Lillis said the group's chair- 
man, Father Kevin Doheny, 
who held talks with His Majes- 
ty King Hussein in Amman 
Oct. 14 before flying to Bagh- 
dad, remained in the Iraqi 
capital awaiting "certain clar- 
ifications and responses” to the 
proposal, wbeh also includes 
on offer of humanitarian help 
to “vulnerable groups" hit by 
the international sanctions 


against Iraq and assistance to 
secure the release of foreign 
nationals held in Iraq and 
Kuwait as deterrent against 
attack by the U.S.-led multi- 
national force assembled in 
Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in 
the Gulf region. 

The issue of foreign nation- 
als was raised by Mahdi Saleh 
and Ramadan, and Iraq re- 
newed its position that all the 
foreigners held in Iraq and 
Kuwait could leave in return 
for “the removal of the threat of 
war.” according to Lillis. "If 
that threat was removed, the 
'detainees' would be allowed 
to leave even if the sanctions 
remained in place,” he said. 

Iraqi leaders, including Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein, have 
said that all foreigners, whom 
Baghdad describes as “serving 
the cause of peace,” would be 
permitted to leave if the U.S. 
pledges not to stage a military 
assault on Iraq. The U.S. has 
not ignored the Iraqi offer. 

"This morning there was 
contact between Father 
Doheny and the Iraqi offi- 
cials,” Lillis told the press con- 
ference. “We hope that 
another round of meetings 
could be held with the Iraqi 
government in the next 10 days 
and (the aspired for) peace 
conference in the next 14 to 21 
days,” he added. 

"Humanitarian supply lines 
have been offered to the Iraqi 
government by our organisa- 
tion with full regard to the 
sanction resolution passed by 
the U.N. and in strict accord- 
ance with international law,” 
Lillis said. The next phase in 
the group’s plan is to contact 
the Bush administration and 
then Italy, current president of 
the European Community 
(EC). 

“In the meantime, we 
appeal to all concerned parties 
not to do anything inflamma- 
tory” to aggravate the situa- 
tion, Lillis said. 

Parallel to the peace effort, 
the group has also undertaken 
research to come up with prog- 
rammes to help groups vulner- 
able to the impact of the inter- 
national sanctions against Iraq. 
Lillis affirmed that the affects 
of the sanctions were showing 
among some rectors of the 
Iraqi population. Other peace 
emissaries have also said that 
there was an acme shortage of 
baby food and milk in Iraq. 

The "refugee year" official 
provided very little detail of 
what exactly the group's peace 


proposal was. "I am not at 
liberty to release any more 
details at this point in time 
since the efforts and the talks 
are very delicate.” he said. 

Lillis, who travelled to 
Baghdad with Father 
Dobeney Oct. 1?, said the Ira- 
qi government officials con- 
tacted by the group included 
Parliament Speaker Saleh 
Mahdi Saleh and Deputy 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, through whom it 
sent at least two messages to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

"Our proposal is on the 
table" in Baghdad, Lillis said. 
He did not rule out a visit to 
Baghdad by Mother Teresa, a . 
1979 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
for her charity work in the 
slams of the Indian city of 
Calcutta and elsewhere around 
the world. 

Lillis paid tribute to Jorda- 
nian efforts to resolve the Gulf 
crisis and recalled that the 
Ki-.g had undertaken moves to 
defuse the situation even be- 
fore the United Nations. The 
King's efforts, he said, “could 
be built upon." 

Stopping shun of criticising 
the U.N., Lillis said that “no- 
one has come up with any 
peace solution" to the Gulf 
crisis. He said his group was in 
contact with "everyone who is 
interested in peace." 

Lillis summed up the group's 
opinion about British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's 
position on the Gulf crisis with 
one word: "Unhelpful. " 

“Refugee 89-90" appears to 
base its hopes on the interna- 
tional credibility and respect 
enjoyed by Mother Teresa, &!j, 
patron of the organisation. 
“As a previous winner of the 
Noble Peace Prize, and as a 
person recognisd by the whole 
world as a tireless campaigner 
for the cause of peace and 
goodwill amongst all, we felt 
that she was in a good position 
to help," Lillis said. 

He noted that hundreds of 
thousands of evacuees from 
Iraq and Kuwait passed 
through Jordan and praised the 
Kingdom's leadership and peo- 
ple for the facilities they ex- 
tended to the refugees. "I 
appeal to the governments of 
the world to remember this 
humanitarian act when con- 
sidering the situation of Jordan 
at this time and to urgently 
consider the speedy delivery of 
the financial aid already prom- 
ised." he said. 
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Gorbachev on the 
mark 


SOVIET President Mikhail Gorbachev hit the right chord 
yesterday when he called for an in ter- Arab meeting to settle 
the Gulf crisis. His call should revive hope that the world 
may finally be coining back to its senses in handling what is 
basically an intra-Arab problem. 

The Gulf landscape would have been so much different 
today had the Arab World been given enough time and 
support to restore Kuwait just after the Aug. 2 invasion. But 
as thing s went, condemnations were more important, so 
were “opportunities” to establish a new world order and all 
sorts of attempts to seize on narrow national self interests by 
those who wrecked the then budding Arab solution. 

With what President Gorbachev said in Paris yesterday, 
this may be the beginning of a tumultuous 360-degree turn 
in the search for a Golf solution. That is, unless a shooting 
war is in the making already. Up until the just-concluded 
Soviet-French summit, France was constantly groping for 
ideas that carried the seeds of a possible compromise. Those 
ideas culminated in the Sept. 24 initiative of President 
Francois Mitterrand in his speech to the General Assembly. 
France continued its approach towards that goal even 
in the face of some strong opposition, hot seems to have 
shied away from pressing on probably because it did not 
want to.be seen as breaking ranks with the U.S. and Britain 
in the aftermath of the Iraqi decision to free French 
nationals. 

The Soviets appear to be stepping in now to fill the gap 
that the French might have left behind temporarily. 
Significantly, the Gorbachev statement is mutually reinforc- 
ing of ttie original French position which has always sought 
to find a solution to the problem within an Arab context and 
is in line with Security Council Resolution 660 which also 
calls on the Arabs to work out their own problems. The fact 
that Mr. Gorbachev’s personal representative, Yevgeny 
Primakov , was In Sand! Arabia yesterday lends credence to 
the assertion that the Soviets are not operating in a vacuum. 
It also proves that Moscow’s position is more practical and 
savvy of Arab politics than It is theoretical and isolated from 
the realities on the ground in this region. The onus now is on 
the Arabs themselves to understand the message and to 
absorb the implications of a solution imposed from the 
outside. 

The Arab World is not unaware that the U.S. ; Britain and 
other like-minded countries have their own agenda to 
pursue in this part of the world. This agenda is not identical 
to oars. Nor does it serve oar best interests. An Arab 
political solution to the Iraq-Kuwait conflict is not only 
feasible and pre f errahle: It is the shortest and surest way to 
averting devastating war and foreign domination of this 
area. 

It is incumbent on Saudi Arabia in particular to revisit 
PrinCe Saltan’s recent statements and its old approach to 
solving inter-Arab problems. The kingdom must remember 
that with its mentalities and own agendas. President George 
Bush and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher are the least 
likely to have Arab interests at heart. In the end, only the 
'Arabs can help themselves. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


As a Soviet presidential envoy continues his tour in the Arab 
region, a Soviet-French summit is being held in Paris in search for 
a political solution to the Gulf crisis, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daiiy 
Monday. The language of war, the paper said, is no more 
preferred in the West except for Britain; and it is not used by the 
Arabs with the exception of Egypt, the language of peace is now 
being preferred by many nations which chose to-follow Jordan's 
example in this course, since Jordan and the other peace-loving 
nations realise the magnitude of the devastation that could befall 
the region should war start and should the Western nations persist 
in their drive to impose their hegemony on the region for the sake 
of securing their own selfish interests, said the paper. The world 
community is no more forced to succumb ro the United States will 
and the British Zionist conspiracies against the Arab Nation 
although the military buildup is continuing in the Gulf and despite 
the absence of a clear cut plan yet to achieve peace through 
dialogue, the paper pointed out. There is no doubt that Iraq for its 
part realises the dangers of war in the Gulf and is now doing all it 
can to achieve a peaceful settlement that would ensure the rights 
of all parties, the paper continued. The paper expressed hope that 
the current diplomatic efforts would yield fruit. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily expressed dissatisfaction with 
the SyriaiT media's interpretation of the American policies in the 
Arab region, and criticised Damascus's call for separating 
between the Gulf issue and the Palestine question. Mahmoud A1 
Rimawi says that the Syrian media have been calling on the Arabs 
to reconsider their stand with regard to the United States only in 
terms of Washington's relations with Tel Aviv, but the same 
media supports the United States stand vis-a-vis the Gulf crisis 
and the presence of the American forces in the Gulf. The Syrian 
media, says the writer, have been all praise for the United States 
for supporting Syria's actions against General Aoun in Lebanon, 
but nothing has been said by the same media about Washington's 
continued support for Israel in maintaining its occupation of 
Southern Lebanon, Rimawi notes. He says that Syria and the 
Arabs should realise that the United States can change its policies 
overnight depending on its own interests, but it remains the same 
ally of Israel in all its actions. He says that Washington can care 
about nothing except its own interests and the interests of its allies 
in the Arab region. 


CAUSE and effect: with the 
disintegration of the Soviet 
bloc, the once great Non- 
Aligned Movement, 
spearheaded by the Third 
World countries, has, to all 
purposes, been rendered de- 
funct too. It is as if the Soviet 
Union has played a dirty trick 
upon the Third World. With- 
out serving any notice at all, it 
suddenly withdrew from its 
role as a superpower. Given 
the nature of internal crisis 
they were — and are — faring, 
the Soviet authorities perhaps 
had little choice left. That does 
not still lessen the predicament 
for those Third World govern- 
ments who had for long moved 
the non-aligned show. 

The bipolarity of the Cold 
War had suited these govern- 
ments exceedingly well. It was 
a mishmash of sincerity of belief 
and role-playing: some of the 
non-aligned would tilt toward 
this superpower, some toward 
the other one, occasionally 
allegiances would be switched. 


Shifting loyalties 


To watch the United States 
and the Soviet Union sidle on 
the same side of a United 
Nations resolution was too 
overwhelming an experience. 
It took the poorer countries of 
the world some while to accept 
as fact what was till yesterday 
an absurdity, yes. black and 
white were indistinguishable, 
the interests of the USA and 
the Soviet Union converge. AH 
past calculations have thus to 
be thrown out the window: the 
Third World nations are, in the 
aftermath, left to fend for 
themselves. 

This is something they have 
never done in the past. Petri- 
fied by the phenomenon of 
solidarity presented by the rich 
and near-rich governments, 
their first reaction to the out- 
break of the Kuwait crisis was 


By Ashok Mitra 


‘Global power and its distribution, 
hinge on the power of money. The 
West’s near-total control over in- 
ternational credit institutions con- 
fers upon it an extraordinary 
advantage in influencing arrange- 
ments in country after poor coun- 
try: otherwise supposed to be 
sovereign.’ 


There were certain rules of the 
game, cynical and yet fairly 
well understood. During the 
day you were pan of a united 
front of the under-developed 
nations railing against im- 
perialism and neo-colonialism, 
and reading stem sermons to 
either or both of the superpow- 
ers. Following sundown, as the 
cows came home, and the cur- 
tains were drawn, a change of 
script took place — it was all 
obsequiousness, and the coun- 
tries begged for favours from 
the superpower they had a 
special, “confidential” rela- 
tionship with. 

The coordinates of such be- 
haviour were precisely de- 
fined. What gave the Non- 
Aligned Movement its resili- 
ence was this ability to apply 
pressure, alternately or simul- 
taneously, with, total riskless- 
riess, on either superpower, by 
the smaller fry. Over the years, 
this flair for gentle blackmail- 
ing received tadt acceptance in 
the circles that mattered. 
Tolerance was the by-word, 
live and let live, you would live 
as long as the superpowers, 
either or both of them, would 
allow you to. The superpowers 
too would permit the arrange- 
ment to be sustained: both 
discovered previously unsus- 
pected virtues in it. The key - 
strategy for the successful con- 
duct of the Cold War was to 
build up a milieu of terror, 
which would cause fright, but 
would not go out of control; at 
the very first sign of any such 
danger, either superpower 
would use one of the non- 
aligned governments as a page- 
boy to send a message across to 
the other party; things would 
immediately simmer down. 

Now tragedy has struck. 
One of the superpowers has 
gone out of business, and the 
only one left in the arena could 
not care less for the non- 
aligned rabble. The profession 
of non-alignment is gone. 
Which is why the Iraq- Kuwait 
crisis caught the Third World 
nations so much groping for 
-position they could cling on to. 


to cave in before Western blan- 
dishments. The administration 
of the great United States of 
America, with its impeccable 
record of correct behaviour in 
Grenada, Nicaragua. Panama 
and. one should add. Cuba, 
was so eminently qualified to 
give vent to righteous indigna- 
tion at the unprovoked attack 
launched by Iraq against 
Kuwait. Down with that beast, 
Saddam Hussein, out with the 
sanctions, vacate the aggres- 
sion or else, said the big pow- 
ers. Out with the sanctions, 
vacate the aggression or else, 
echoed the stragglers of the 
Third World. 

It was only after a foil month 
had gone by that some of them 
came to realise the nitty-gritty 
new facts of life: in a unipolar 
global system, the world’s poor 
must, reach their own judg- 
ment, exercising their own 
faculties and taking into 
account their own interests. 
They can no longer expect to 
extract any considerations 
from out of the United States 
by threatening to cast their 
vote with the Soviet Union. 
They cannot get any lift from 
the Soviet Union, which has 
enough troubles of its own and 
will not do anything that could 
jeopardise the accommoda- 
tion, may be of the order of 
$120 billion, may be more, it is 
hoping to obtain from the ab- 
out-to-begin-to-dispense-favo- 
urs European Bank of Recon- 
struction and Development. It 
is learning the bard way: even 
as their nationals are stranded 
in the deserts which join 
Kuwait with Amman, the 
Third World governments are 
gradually realising that con- 
cepts of right and wrong de- 
lineated in the United Nations 
Charter are amenable to sub- 
jective interpretations. The 
sanctions resolution on the 
Kuwait developments clearly 
provided for the induction of 
food and medicine into Iraq 
"in humanitarian circumst- 
ances.” Reaching supplies so 
that the guest workers from 
Asia and their families could 


be saved from starvation and 
epidemic did not however 
satisfy the standards of huma- 
mtarianism the U.S. State De- 
partment and Margaret 
Thatcher had set for them- 
selves; it needed the threat of 
united action on the part of the 
poorer countries to force a 
shift in their stand. 

That is both a signal and 
lesson. The U.S. administra- 
tion appears to be acting in 
accordance with a carefully 
worked out script. The col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe is a gift from 
heaven. It might still be only a 
temporary situation. Another 
great ideological upsurge in the 
lands to the east of the Oder- 
Neisse line cannot be ruled out 
for ever. In any event, the East 
Europeans cannot provide the 
United States and its allies the 
oil they desperately need to 
service their burgeoning stan- 
dard of living. Another couple 
of decades are perhaps needed 
for the technological break- 
through that will liberate them 
from their perilous depend- 
ence on oil-based energy. 
Forget the U.N. Charter, 
might is right, the United 
States will secure its sources of 
supply of oil in West Asia 
through deployment of force, 
by actually landing its army 
and marines in the Arab Penin- 
sula to protect the oil installa- 
tions there. The Qadhafis and 
the Saddam Husseins axe ob- 
structionists; they stand 
athwart great American objec- 
tive in West Asia; they there- 
fore deserve to be destroyed. 
And the Americans can hardly 
suppress their delight at the 
serendipity that has visited 
them. The winding down of the 
Cold War could have been 
domestically unwholesome: it 
might have halted the demand 
for armaments, provided a jolt 
to the industrial-military com- 
plex. and caused a first rate 
economic depression in the 
country. The West Asian de- 
velopments have reversed aU 
that; the toadying sheikhs mil 
now be made to buy billions 
and .billions dollars worth. >.ef 
junk armaments frdm'TEfie 
States, the threat of domestic 
recession will immediately dis- 
appear. 

In this exciting agenda, the 
poor belonging to the Third 
World do not occur. Neither 
the Soviet Union nor the Un- 
ited States will assume any 
responsibility for them. That 
fact should make them grow 
up, and grow up fast. Repeat- 
ing after others such banalities 
as that Iraq must quit her 
aggression in Kuwait is not 
going to yield them any di- 
vidends. 

The “catalyst” group our 
government is trying to put 
together in association with 
Algeria and Yugoslavia has 
still the wrong focus. Wangling 
some money out of the rich 
Western powers to rehabilitate 
the workers displaced from 
West Asia is small-time stuff, 
and will not take us very far. 
The Western governments may 
throw some crumbs towards 
our direction; that would be 
about all. The experiments 
with "catalysis" have to be for 
a far wider purpose. We must 
learn to discard the illusion 
that begging for favours is any 
kind of foreign policy. To sur- 
vive in the non-bipolar climate. 


‘Now tragedy ha* struck. 
One of the superpowers 
has gone out of business, 
and the only one left in the 
arena could not care less 
for the non-aligned rab- 
ble. The profession of 
non-alignment is gone. 
Which is why the Iraq- 
Kuwait crisis caught the 
Third World nations so 
much groping for a posi- 
tion they could cling on to. 
To watch the United 
States and the Soviet Un- 
ion sidle on the same side 
of a United Nations re- 
solution was too over- 
whelming an experience. 
It took the poorer coun- 
tries of the world some 
while to accept as ■ fact 
what was till yesterday an 
absurdity, yes, black and 
white were Indistinguish- 
able, the interests of the 
USA and the Soviet Union 
converge. Ail past calcula- 
tions have thus to be 
thrown out the window: 
the Third World nations 
are, in the aftermath, left 
to fend for themselves. 


we have to mature into tough- 
ness, which only joint planning 
with other governments placed 
in the same plight as ours can 
promote. 

Of course, we must go by 
our own interpretation of 
“humanitarian circumst- 
ances,” and continue to airiift 
food and medicines to Iraq and 
Kuwait. If half-a-dozen mem- 
bers of the former non-aligned 
movement were to form a joint 
air armada, the Western pow- 
ers are bound to think twice 
before attempting to enforce 
the kind of “interdiction" they 
are threatening the poorer na- 
tions with. It is going to be a 
new sort of Cold Wan the 
combatants are different, the 
rules of basic manoeuvre are 
however unchanged: keep rat- 
tling the sabre but do not go 
overboard. Any actual out- 
break of conflagration en- 
dangering wholesale their oil 
supplies is unlikely to suit 
Western .interests. That bit of 
real politik should stimulate 
the poorer governments into 
more activism. 

For it is equally important to 
look beyond today's immedi- 
ate crisis. The structure of 
global politics has to be assem- 
bled afresh, and on the basis of 
new assumptions. With the 
Soviet bloc for the present 


removed from the picture, only 
their, united strength can en- 
able tire Third World countries 
to frustrate the aggrandising 
ambitions of the Western pow- 
ers. Saddam Hussein has after 
aU, convincingly demonstrated 
one crucial point: it is not that 
difficult to checkmate the 
West; the latter’s runaway 
military superiority is of no 
avail when a weaker opponent 
is prepared to put to use les- 
sons Jeamr from games of 
strategy. Certainly, the future 
in West Asia belongs to the 
Arab youth and therefore to 
their heroes, the Qadhafis and 
the Saddam Husseins. It will 
thus make sense for our envoys 
to talk quietly to the Iraqis and 
already arrange that once the 
Western powers climb down 
and a settlement “honourable” 
to all sides is reached over 
Kuwait, our workers are 
allowed to return to their 
occupations and activities. The 
crisis actually provides the 
opportunity to the catalyst 
group to restructure the Non- 
Aligned Movement as a con- 
cordat of the world's poor, 
who are not denied their 
rights. 

But it is no longer going to 
be the ambience of after-hour 
parleys. Global power and its 
distribution, hinge on the pow- 


er of money. The West’s near- 
total control over international 
credit institutions confers upon 
it an extraordinary advantage 
in influencing the economic 
.arrangements in country after 
poor country, otherwise sup. 
posed to be sovereign: the 
terms of trade are turned 
against these countries, their 
domestic policies are shaped 
according to the interests of 
die West, the multinational 
corporations walk into these 
countries and control just any 
Sphere of activity they choose. 
The compulsions of indepen- 
dent development should thus 
push the Third World nations 
into united action against this 
credit monopoly. To subdue a 
monopoly, it is a standard 
dodge to set up a counter- 
monopoly. 

To checkmate the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank and their assorted 
subsidiaries who between diem 
have .complete command over 
the world's liquidity, the Third 
World countries need to estab- 
lish a credit system of their 
own. They, in other words, 
must think to set up their own 
bank. Such a bank must 
however be backed by adequate 
resources, by availing which a 
poor country will be able to 
stand up to the bullying of 
Western corporations and 
trading agencies. Thus, the 
catalyst group the newspapers 
are mentioning can be only a 
beginning; the Third World 
governments must set to work 
a group of economists and 
financial experts to go quietly 
into the matter and prepare the 
blueprint of a strong and resi- 
lient Third World credit in- 
stitution. While proceeding 
with this task, the parties con- 
cerned must discard all mental 
reservations about the com- 
pany they want to keep. Only 
Libya, Iran, Iraq and other 
such oil-rich nations are in a 
position to contribute the im- 
mense resources called for 
. underwriting the viability of a 
Hurd World bank. That reality 
has to be accepted. 

It has to obviously be a new 
texture of global relationships. 
The Arabs, and perhaps the 
Latin Americans, will come 
into much great prominence 
than before in this ambience. 
Should we in India want to. be 
part of this arrangement . we 
will have to rid ourselves oftiK 
Iasi vestiges of .neg-^onjaJ 
snobbery ..^We . 
accept new allegiances, -riew 
friendship, new rules. And of 
course pick up new languages, 
such as Spanish and Arabic. 

Faced with this challenge, 
will our government be caught 
in two minds? There are in- 
dications that it is indeed likely 
to be^ Krishna Menon was an 
aberration, our Ministry of Ex- 
ternal Affairs is by and laige 
still the outfit the pining-after- 
the-raj ICS crowd helped 
Jawaharlal Nehru to assemble: 
they chiselled into a fine art the 
practice of mouthing non- 
aligned mumbo-jumbo in pub- 
lic, while kowtowing to the 
Western powers in private. 
That pattern of behaviour dies 
hard. There is, besides, the 
Ministry of Finance, packed 
with starry-eyed admirers of 
Western financial institutions, 
who will fight and fight again 
to prevent the emergence of a 
parallel centre of financial 
power. Some amongst them 
certainly dislike the idea of 
India surviving as a sovereign 
nation. 

This article is reprinted from 
The Illustrated Weekly of In- 
dia. The writer is a minister of 
the state of West Bengal of 
India. 


Lebanon’s warlords divided over disarming their militas: 


By Samia Nakhonl 
Rearer 


BEIRUT — Distrust among 
Lebanon's warlords poses the 
next challenge to President 
Elias Hrawi following the 
crushing of his main opponent 
General Michel Aoun in a 
Syrian-led attack on the Christ- 
ian enclave two weeks ago. 

Harawi's government wants 
to unite divided Beirut and 
areas to the north and south 
under one army. It plans to 
dose militia offices and militia- 
controlled ports and illegal tax 
collection by armed groups. 

But militia leaders remain 
divided over disarming their 
private armies, some with 
thousands of men. who have 
fought over IS years for domi- 
nance of the country. 

Their memories are long and 
often bitter. 

Druze Leader Walid Jum to- 
la tt told Reuters at the 
weekend he would only hand 
over his mili tia's weapons to 
Syria, and not to the Lebanese 
army. 

He said the Sectarian- 


divided army, commanded by 
a Maronite Christian, had 
sided with his rival Christian 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia 
in battles against his forces in 
the Druze -held Shouf moun- 
tains in 1983. 

*T will (only) return the trust 
to its source," said Jumblatt, 
leader of the Druze Progres- 
sive Socialist Party (PSP). 

Samir Ceagea, who heads 
the 10.000-strong LF. said on 
Thursday he was no longer at 
war with his rival Muslim 
groups. 

Jumblatt. who has some 
5,000 men, said despite talks of 
peace and national reconcilia- 
tion, his feud with the LF 
would go on. 

“The matter does not end by 
shaking hands.” he said. “We 
have an enemy who until the 
near past was at war with us.” 
'There are nine main militias 
in Lebanon, most allied to 
Syria, Iran or Israel. The main 
groups are the pro-Syrian 
Arnal, the PSP, the Ira nian , 
backed Hizbollah (Party of 
God), the LF and the pro- 
Israeli South Lebanon Army 


(SLA). 

Nabih Bern, the leader of 
the 5.000-strong Amal has said^ 
he was prepared to disband his*' 
group Hizbollah, which is be- 
lieved to hold most of the 12 
Western hostages in Lebanon, 
says it wants to keep guns to 
use against Israel. 

There are a handful of smal- 
ler groups, all pro-Syrian, 
which Lebanese sources be- 
lieve would rapidly switch from 
the gun to the ballot box once 
Amal and the LF took the lead 
and the threat of annihilation 
by heavily-armed enemies 
diminished as army powers in- 
creased. 

The Israel-backed South 
Lebanon Army militia which 
controls a strategic buffer zone 
along the Jewish state's north- 
ern border, is outside the con- 
trol of the Lebanese govern- 
ment. 

Jumblatt, a dose ally to 
Syria which has 40,000 troops 
in Lebanon, said he would not 
give his arms to die Lebanese 
army before the formation of a 
new “patriotic and unbiased 
military command” that -did 


not favour Christians over 
Muslims. 

He urged army commander 
general Emile Lahoud to dean 
his ranks of “suspicious offic- 
ers” and make new formations 
on a “trusted national basis”. 

The Druze leader demanded 
that a Syrian-Lebanese- 
American committee be 
formed to supervise and 
guarantee the disarming of die 
LF, which he accused of being 
the ally of Israel and the Un- 
ited States in Lebanon. 

“I want guarantees that the 
Lebanese Forces militia will 
not retain its weapons. This 
needs a joint Arab and interna- 
tional committee,'* he added. 

Jumblatt asked that his 5,000 
men be integrated with the 
army when they are disbanded. 
“We can’t just throw them in 
the street. We have to find a 
solution for them,” be added. 

He said he had accepted an 
Arab peace plan readied in the 
Saudi city of Taif to end Leba- 
non’s 15 yean of civil war “but 
that doesn't mean that we have 
accepted hypocritical recon- 
ciliation by beard kissing.” 



Geagea said however: 
“Whoever agreed to the Taif 
plan is no longer our enemy. 
The state of enmity between us 
and the- others is over.*’ 
“How can we forget the his- 
tory of Geagea and his wars ” 
Jumblatt said. “Suddenly we 
have to dear his record and 
foigct the past... no, there are 
“rats to everything.” 
Geagea’s militiamen fought 
bloody battles with several lef- 
ist groups in the Shouf monn- 


tauis. the coastal Iqfim 
Kbarronb district am 
Christian villages east ol 
city of Sidon between 1985 
1985. Thousands of pc 
were killed or displaced ii 
fighting. 

The Taif peace pact rea 
last year is aimed atendmj 
long-running sectarian p< 
straggle in Lebanon by g 
Muslims more say in the 
viously Christian-domin 
system. 
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NAIROBI (R) — From north to 
sooth, cast to west, Africa is 
wracked by seemingly unending 
connoS and unrest. 

In many countries, drought and 
poverty worsen the agony — and 
relief supplies fail casualty to civil 
war. 

A f£w signs of hope shine out 
like beacons. 

In South Africa, the white gov- 
ernment is taking steps to dis- 
mantle the apartheid system that 
enshrines white privilege and sup- 
remacy, but black is killing black 
as dsek- leaders vie for political 

leadership . 

Id Chad, a conflict with Libya 
that bat lasted 17 years may be 
drawing to an end — but in 
Ethiopia and Liberia bitter fight- 
ing rages on. 

Somalia's vast impoverished 
land is mostly under rebel con- 
trol, arid fighting continues to 
southern Sudan. The newest con- 
flict in Africa is a rebel invasion 
of tiny Rwanda. 

In the south of the continent 
rebel armies wage civil war in 
Mozambique and Angola, 
although diplomats say military 
action in both conflicts appears to 
have lessened since peace talks 
started this year. 

' Reuter correspondents sent the 
following reports from old and 
new trouble spots. 

RWANDA: This hilly central 
African country (population: 


.. However a few signs of hope shine 
out like beacons in black Africa 


seven million) became the eono- 
nent s latest venue for war when a 
rebel force invaded on Oct. 1. 

By the end of the month the 
rebel force, composed mostly of 
exiled members of the country’s 
minority Tutsi tribe who deserted 
the Uganda army to launch their 
campaign, were firmly entren- 
ched in a northeast comer of the 
former Belgian colony. 

The rebels said they were cam- 
paigning for Rwandan citizenship 
and the overthrow of President 
Juvenal Habyarimana, who they 
called corrupt and undemocratic. 

The government accused the 
rebels of trying to re-install Tutsi 
leadership which prevailed before 
a revolt by the majority Hutu 
tribe in 1959. 

Diplomatic efforts to end the 
conflict were launched rapidly 
and both sides agreed in principle 
to a ceasefire. But the govern- 
ment later accused rebels of truce 
violations and called for an inter- 
national monitoring force. 

ETHIOPIA is the cockpu for two 

of Africa’s most bitter conflicts — 
in Eritrea and Tigray. 

In Eritrea, guerrillas have been 
fighting since 1962 for independ- 
ence for the former Italian col- 
ony, Africa's longest-running 
civil war. 

Thousands have died in the 
fighting which has devastated the 
land. With rains failing in the 


impoverished Horn of Africa, 
Ethiopia has also been ravaged 
by some of the worst famines this 
century. The United Nations esti- 
mates some fow million people 
face starvation next year. 

The Eritrean People's Libera- 
tion From (EPLFj has laid siege 
to President Mcngistu Ha tie 
Mariam’s second army of around 
120.000 men dug in near the 
Eritrean capital Asmara and link- 
ed to Addis Ababa only by an air 
bridge. 

Meanwhile, the Tigray Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front (TPLF) 
which says it is fighting for a 
broader-based government now 
controls Tigray province and 
pans of neighbouring Gondar, 
Wollo and Shoa provinces. 

LIBERIA, the closest thing the 
United States ever had to a col- 
ony in black Africa, is gripped by 
a civil war that has wrecked the 
country and degenerated into 
bloody tribal conflict. 

Thousands of people, mostly 
civilians, have been killed since 
rebel leader Charles Taylor in- 
vaded northeastern Liberia last 
December seeking to overthrow 
president and former army mas- 
ter Sergeant Samuel Doe*. 

The combat in this lush West 
African country, founded in ]S4^ 
by freed American slaves, quickly 
took on tribal overtones as Doe’s 
Krahn-dominaied army look re- 
prisals against civilians of the Gio 





Keep out rebels from the National Front of 

Liberia man a roadblock near Tapplta, In Che east 
of the country, on which they have mounted the 
«*™n of a government soldier - 


Liberia, the closest thing the United States ever 
had to a colony fa black Africa, is gripped by a etvfl 
war that has wrecked the cou nt r y and degenerated 
into bloody tribal c o nfl i ct . 


and Mano tribes which provide 
the bulk of Taylor's forces. 

Taylor’s rag-tag rebels took re- 
venge on Kraims and their tribal 
allies, the Mandingos. 

Taylor routed Doe's army in 
virtually every bailie. He quick- 
ly took control of almost all the 
country, but became bogged 
down when he reached the capital 
Monrovia in June. 

A rival rebel group led by 
Prince Yonroc Johnson, who split 
from Taylor in February, seized 
control of Monrovia's port in 
July. 

The Economic Comir.umtv of 
West African States f ECOWAS) 
sent in a five-nation peacekeep- 
ing force which is seeking to 
enforce a ceasefire. Doe was tor- 
tured to death on Sept, lu after 
falling into Johnson's bands 

The peacekeeping force is slow- 
ly pushing Taylor back from the 
outskirts of Monrovia but the 
US. -educated rebel leader has 
vowed to fight on even if it means 
guerrilla warfare in the hills. 

ALGERIA: Since a new con- 
stitution in 19S9 guaranteed poli- 
tical freedoms, marches, demon- 
stration?and strikes have become 
almost daily events in Algeria. 
The first free general elections 
are promised for early next year 
— bui the army has warned that it 
will intervene if turmoil threatens 
national unity. 

CHAD: A 17-year conflict be- 
tween Chad and Libya over a 
patch of desert could be coming 
to a close at last. The two coun- 
tries agreed last month to refer 
the dispute to the Internationa] 
Court of Justice in the Hague. 

The conflict began in 197? 
when Libya annexed the Aouzou 
Strip, a 110,000- sq. kilometre 
stretch of the Sahara reported to 
be rich in Uranium. In 19S6 it 
boiled up into a full-scale war in 
which France sent military sup- 
port for Chad. 

A ceasefire sponsored by the 
Organisation of African Unity 
stopped the fighting in September 
19S7 but a war of words con- 
tinued. fanned by long-standing 
accusations that Libya was sup- 
porting Chadian rebels. 

SOMALIA: Somali President 
■Mohammed Stad Barre’s im- 
poverished country is largely un- 
governable, with much of the 
countryside controlled by heavi- 
ly-armed rebels. 

Increasingly frequent bomb- 
ings by clandestine groups in 
Mogadishu, the capital, brought 
the conflict to his doorstep, and 
the army has been accused of 
brutal reprisals against civilians in 
its war with rebels. 

Three main armed opposition 
groups — the Somali National 
Movement, the United Somali 
Congress and the Somali Patriotic 
Front, based respectively in 
north, central and southern re- 
gions, are fighting to end Siad 
Bane’s 21 -year rule. 

SUDAN has suffered civil war 
and military coups since inde- 
pendence from Anglo-Egypuan 
rule in 1956. 

War raged in its vast, unde- 
veloped southern area from 1955 
until 1972 when then-dictator 
Jaafar Numeiri agreed to give the 
south autonomous rule. 

Eleven years later rebellion 
erupted again after Numeiri de- 
cided to carve up the south into 



three provinces. 

Tile rank: of the rebel Scdar. 
People's Liberation .Army 
(SPLAj swelled further when 
Numeiri imposed strict Islamic 
Sharia law:, on Sudan without 
exempting non-Muslims from 
their harsh tenets 

The SPLA seeks a secuiar 
Sudan in which a« ethr.tc and 
religious mmontie-. are ever. ar. 
equal say with the Arabised Mus- 
lims in the running of the 
country. 

In June, K >9 a ecu? led b> 
General Onrar Hasson A: Bashir 
brought Sudan under direct milit- 
ary rule for the fourth time. 

The present round of fighting 
in South Sudan has in±rect:\ 
caused the death of hundreds of 
thousands of civilians through 
hunger and disease, with both 
sides in the conflict using food as 
a strategic weapon." 


ANGOLA’S left-wing govern- 
ment is still fighting L’.S. -backed 
rebels of the National Union for 
the Total Liberation of Angola 
iL'NJTA). which controls the 
south-east around its base at Jam- 
ba and a active along the coun- 
try's eastern border and m the 
north. 

Diplomats say UN IT A has 
established z second headquar- 
ters in northern Angola, near the 
Zaire border, across which UN- 
IT A gets at least S5G million a 
year of U S. support. 

Diplomats estimate 75,000 
people have been killed in the 
war. The United Nations says as 
many as 500,1X0 lives were lost 
between 19SG and 29SS from war- 
related causes such as starvation 
asd disease. 

A 50,000-strong Cuban army, 
invited to Angola by ihe new 
government soon after independ- 
ence in 1975 to counter an inva- 
sion threat from South Africa, is 
new pulling out. 

MOZAMBIQUE'S civil war, 
new 14 years old. has pined 
government forces againsi the 
ruthless bush army of Renamo 
: Mozambique National Resist- 
ance j which claims to have more 
than 26.000 men under arms. 

Renamo was created by 
Mozambique's white minority- 
ruled neighbour Rhodesia in the 
1970s and taken over by South 
Africa after Rhodesia became in- 
dependent Zimbabwe in 19S0. 
But South Africa says it no longer 
funds rebel movements in either 
Mozambique or Angola. 

Reports suggest Renamo 
z reacts peaked in 1987 when 424 
civilians were killed in a single 
attack. A year ago. the United 
Nations said 900.U00 Mozambi- 
cans had died of war-related 
starvation and disease. 

Renamo is reported in Nairobi 
to have dropped pre-conditions 
for resuming peace talks, now 
expected to lake place in Rome in 
November. Kenya is mediating. 

SOLTH AFRICA: Almost 800 
blacks were shot, hacked or burnt 
to death in fighting between rival 
black groups that slowed the pro- 
cess of black-white reconciliation 
started by reformist President 
F.W. De Klerk and African 
National Congress ( ANC ) leader 



With reins failing in the impoverished Horn of Africa. Ethiopia has 
been ravaged by some of the worst famines this century. The 
United Nations estimates some four million people face starvation 
next year. In 1987, famine threatened Che lives of seven to Gve 
Ethiopians a fifth of whom were children (UNICEF photo). 


Nelson Mandela. 

The violence in Johannesburg’s 
townships, which eased in late 
September, tore at the fragile 
trust built up in preliminary re- 
form talks between Pretoria and 
the ANC. the main movement 
campaigning to end 300 years of 
while domination. 

The ANC accused white ex- 
tremists and stale security forces 


of fomenting black -on-black vio- 
lence in order to wreck De 
Klerk's reforms, and threatened 
to resume the guerrilla campaign 
it suspended in August if the 
fighting continued. 

The violence pitied ANC sup- 
porters against migrant workers 
loyal to Mandela's main rival, 
traditionalist Zulu Chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi. 


French nationals head for home from Baghdad 


(Continu ed from page I) 

other westerners remain in Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

“I express the joy cf ail the 
French people to these coming 
home," Mitterrand said. “But we 
will rejoice fully only when the 
other ‘hostages' can return to 
their own countries." 

Mitterrand spoke a news con- 
ference with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev following the 
signing of a Franco-Soviet coop- 
eration treaty. 

In Athens, the Greek Foreign 
Ministry issued a statement on 
Sunday saying Iraq was allowing 
10 Greeks to leave, leaving be- 
hind 14 others and four diplo- 
mats. 

Official spokesman Vyron 
Polydoras said the Greeks were 
to depart Ba gh dad on the French 
flight to Paris. 

The Iraqis agreed to release the 
n in e men and one woman be- 
cause of ill health following a sip 


to Baghdad by two former Greek 
Socialist ministers. 

Iraq is still holding 14 Greek 
nationals and gave no indication 
when they would be freed. 

Polydoras told a news confer- 
ence that the Greek embassy in 
Baghdad was in contact with Iraqi 
authorities to win the release of 
the remaining Greeks. 

The Iraqi Naitonal Assembly 
has endorsed President Saddam 
Hussein's proposal to allow some 
700 Bulgarians held in the coun- 
try to go home, the speaker of 
parliament said Monday. 

Saadi Mahdi Saleh told Reu- 
ters the assembly had met and 
approved the suggestion, made 
Thursday following a four-day 
visit to Iraq by Bulgarian Vice- 
President A tanas Semerjiev. 

He did not say when parlia- 
ment convened for the purpose. 

Baghdad Television had 
quoted a joint communique 
issued after the visit as saying 


Iraq and Bulgaria were convinced 
that all Middle East problems 


should be solved through dia- 
logue. 


King: Peace possible 


( Continued from page 1) 


of cohesion. This is all causing frus- 
tration. Then they see in (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam (Hussein) someone 
who managed to get his country 
together after eight years of terrible 
war and tremendous losses. They also 
see Iraq as a potential model, with 17 
million people, with all its resources, 
calling for the use of these resources 
not for themselves but for others. 
Many Arabs would like io achieve a 
degree of respect in the world; they 
no longer want to be treated as 
inferior. Obviously (here is a lot of 
anger, a toi of resentment and a 
determination to get out of this situa- 
tion. I’m not saying th ere is one 
individual who could achieve all these 
hopes, bui Iraq represents change." 

“Our hope is that everybody 
chang es for ibe belter. Jordan is ail 
example. Everything is out in the 


open. We hear and fee! wba: rhe 
people think. I'm sure the feelings arc 
much more intense in other Arab 
stales. The sparks could begin to fire 
at any time if people don't took at 
themselves and reasses. All ol us 
need w Jo that." 

The King expressed regrei over ihe 
position of LI.S. President Gcrogc 
Bush and British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher towards Jordan “It 
causes me considerable pain, because 
I haev never changed. I've always 
acted in what I believe is the interests 
of the Arab people. But we arc living 
in a kind of world when ax times there 
is this attitude — at which 1 rather 
rebel — that you are either with us or 
against us. We should be partners." 

"Jordan is being punished for hold- 
ing its bead high and trying to contri- 
bute to a solution that makes sense." 


Gorbachev urges move 


:* 


(Coutfamed from page 1) 

Yevgeny Primakov, indicating af- 
ter a visit to Baghdad that there 
were some shifts in Iraq’s posi- 
tions. The Soviet leader did not 
elaborate. 

Primakov briefed the Saudi 
for eig n minist er Monday on his 
talks with Saddam. 

Primakov met with Prince Sand 
A1 Faisal in Jeddah after Arab 
foreign mini sters of the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) meeting in Riyadh 
warned that the region was "on 
the brink erf a destructive war. 

Primakov, a member of the 
Soviet presidential council and a 
top advisor to the Soviet p«n- 
dent, was expected to brief 
King Fahd on his talks with Sad- 
dam. 

Prince Sand told reporters in 
Riyadh before leaving for Jeddah 
that the Sonet envoy “asked to 
cone, and so we're going to 
what he has to say.” 

Neither he nor the chairman or 
the GCC talks, Oman’s Foreign 
NfimsterYonsef Ben A fewi, ga ve 

any of what suggestions 

Primakov might be carrying from 

Gorbachev. 

In Paris, Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze said 
earlier Primakov’s tal ks wi th Sad- 
dam had not home fruit. 

“For die moment, there are 
not many reasons for 

coming from the talks, Shevard- 
nadze He did not elaborate. 


but said he was still hopeful for a 
peaceful resolution of the crisis. 

Gorbachev had suggested on a 
recent visit to Spain that Iraq may 
have softened its stance and 
warned against rushing towards a 
military solution, saying that the 
coming days “might bring some 
clarification," of a change in 
Iraq’s position. 

The Soviet Union Saturday 
prevailed on the United Stases to 

delay a vote on another anti-Iraq 
resolution at the U.N. Security 
Council until the outcome of Pri- 
makov's visit was dearer. 

Novosti, the official Soviet 
news agency, has quoted Prima- 
kov in die past as saying that Iraq 
migh t withdraw from most of 
Kuwait if it could keep a strip of 
oil-rich border territory and two 
islands, which would facilitate 
Iraqi access to the Gulf. 

But Iraq denied con templ ati n g 
such concessions. 

On his 36-hour visit to Bagh- 
dad, the second to Iraq this 
month, Primakov also met with 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

A FLO official in Baghdad said 

Arafat, traditionally a dose aBy 

of Moscow, urged the Kremlin to 
redouble its efforts for a peaceful 
solution. . „ . 

Primakov met in Baghdad on 
Oct. 6 with Saddam, and 

travelled to Washington for talks 
with U.S. President George Bush- 
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Toshack’s future uncertain at 
Real after defeat by Burgos 


By Reuter 

LESS chan a week after Real 
Madrid produced their best Euro- 
pean result for nearly 30 years, 
trouncing Austria’s Swarovski 
Urol 9-1, the Spanish media 
again began baying for coach 
John Toshack's blood. 

After the Spanish champions’ 
lost 2-1 to lowly Burgos Sunday, 
their chairman Ramon Mendoza 
said: "There is no justification 
whatsoever for this. A bad game 
is a bad game." ■ 

Spanish newspapers agreed the 
former Welsh international could 
not hold down his job for much 
longer after an indifferent start to 
the league season. 

National Radio said Mendoza 
and other board members bad 
met after the match to discuss 
Toshack’s fate and were likely to 
sack him later this week. 

Real striker Emilio Butra- 
gueno, who scored a hat-trick in 
Wednesday's European Cup 
second round, first leg tie, said 
the loss at Burgos was particular- 
ly annoying as league leaders 
Barcelona's first defeat of the 


season against Atletico Madrid 
Saturday had provided Real with 
a chance to close the four-point 
gap. 

In the Netherlands, another 
British coach, former England 
manager Bobby Robson, also 
came under pressure after PSV 
Eindhoven went down 3*1 to 
champions Ajax Amsterdam. 

Ajax have a three-point lead in 
the first division, although PSV 
have a game in hand. 

Sports commentators said 
injury-depleted PSV played the 
better football for much of the 
match and gave Ajax goalkeeper 
Stanley Menzo most of the credit 
for the Amsterdam team’s win. 

PSV were without prolific 
Brazilian striker Romano, side- 
lined with an ankle injuiy, and 
midfielder Erwin Koeman, out 
with an Achilles’ injury. 

Before the match PSV’s gener- 
al manager Kees Ploegsma 
attempted to scotch rumours that 
Robson's future with the dub was 
in doubt. He said the coach had a 
two-year contract to fulfil. 

In Italy, praise was heaped on 
Juventus, who beat Interna- 


zionale 4-2 in the best of Sunday’s 
matches, and on new league lead- 
ers Sampdoria. 

It was Juventus’s first home 
league win of the season, the first 
time manager Gigi Maifredi had 
notched up a victory over bis 
Internazionale coanterpart 
Giov anni Trapattoni and the first 
time Italy’s World Cup hero Salv- 
atore Schillaci had scored in a 
league match this season. 

Sunday was also the first time* 
Sampdoria have been alone at the 
top of the Italian table since 1982. 

The hero of their 1-0 away win 
over AC Milan was 35-year-old 
Brazilian Toninho Cerezo, whose 
72nd minute goal toppled Milan 
from top spot and ended their 
seven-month run of home league 
games without defeat. 

After a crushing defeat by Col- 
ogne two weeks ago, Bayern 
Munich’s captain Klaus Augenth- 
aler jokingly promised fans that 
his ride would not lose again this 
season. 

Since then tbe reigning Bun- 
desiiga champions have been in 
superb form, beating Hamburg 
6-1 last weekend. Bulgaria’s 


Capriati wins her 1st tennis title 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (Agen- 
cies) — Jennifer Capriati reached 
an early milestone in her promis- 
ing career when she beat Wimble- 
don runner-up Zina Garrison in 
the final of the Puerto Rico Open 
to capture her first professional 
tennis title. 

The 14-year-old Capriati over- 
came the loss of the opening set 
to defeat her top-seeded fellow- 
American 5-7 6-4 6-2 and take the 
' top prize of S27.000. 

The victory, achieved in siz- 
zling heat that approached 40 
degrees Centigrade, also assured 
Capriati of a berth in the S3 
million Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionship next month in New 
York. .. «_ 

“I feel great — what a way to 
end the year," Capriati said. 
“Hopefully I’ll end the year doing 
well at the Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships, but I just feel great to 
finally win my first tournament." 

At the start of the match it 
appeared Capriati would have to 
wait a bit longer for her first title. 
Garrison broke her twice to race 
to a 3-0 lead, gaining her advan- 
tage by taking pace off the ball 


and mixing her shot selection. 

Capriati answered with two 
breaks of her own and rode her 
powerful groundstrokes to a 5-4 
lead. But Garrison stiffened and 
reeled off the next three games to 
win the set. 

As the match wore on, howev- 
er. the teenager was able to make 
the proper adjustments to Garri- 
son’s change of pace and attacked 
her way to victory with ease the 
rest of the day. 

"The first set I was breaking 
her serve but I couldn't hold on 
to my own serve,” Capriati said. 
“I started attacking her more and 
coming to the net. which I should 
have done, and it started to 
work.” 

"What a way to end the year," 
Capriati said. “Winning here will 
i always be special." 

Since turning pro in March, 
Capriati had reached the finals of 
the Virginia Slims of Florida and 
the Family Circle Cup at Hilton 
Head Island, South Carolina, but 
lost both times. 

“She got her rhythm going in 
the third set and hit a lot of 
winners,” Garrison said. "I was 



Jennifer Capriati 

just taking the match from point 
to point.” 

Capriati committed just eight 
unforced errors in the last two 
sets. 

"She got a little spurt where 
she wouldn’t miss.” Garrison 
said.” She was using her service 
return as a weapon and it work- 
ed." 


Becker pursues number 1 ranking 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Boris 
Becker is a man on a mission. He 
wants that elusive no. 1 ranking. 

"At this very moment I guess 
I'm the best player in the world, 
but tomorrow morning it’s the 
same again," says Becker. 

The same is his no. 2 ranking 
— though he trounced no. 1 
Stefan Edberg 6-4, 6-0, 6-3 in the 
Stockholm Open final Sunday. 

“But Boris is catching up rapid- 
ly,” Edberg said Sunday after his 
biggest loss ever to Becker in a 
best-of-five set match. 

“It would be nice to keep it 
(the no. 1 ranking) throughout 
the year, but it will be difficult 
with the way Boris is playing 
indoors,” Edberg said. 

Becker can’t become no. 1 
even if he wins the Paris Open — 
which is played on the same 
surface and with the same balls — 
this week. 

But he hopes his mission will 
be accomplished in the ATP Tour 
World Championships in Frank- 
furt on Nov. 13-18. 

Becker beat Edberg in three 
straight but tough sets (7-6, 6-4, 
6-4) in Sydney, Australia early 


this month. His odyssey con- 
tinued to Tokyo, where he lost to 
third-ranked Ivan Lendl in the 
final. 

“I knew I would have a chance 
to become no. 1 if I played well in 
the fall tournaments,” Becker 
said. 

Indoors, nobody beats Beck- 
er's record in the last three years. 
He’s 78-5 since the beginning of 
1988. This year, he’s 25-1. 

Against Edberg, Becker played 
one of the best matches of his 
career. 

“It was probably the best 
match in my life,” he said. “Ev- 
erything I touched was gold. 

“I also played great in the 
Davis Cup last year when I beat 
Stefan and Mats (Wiiander), but 
the difference now is that I’ve 
been doing it for the last five, six 
weeks." 

He dropped only eight games 
(6-2, 6-2, 6-4) on carpet against 
Edberg at Stuttgart, leading Ger- 
many to victory over Sweden in 
the 1989 Davis Cup final. 

‘Tm one year older and smar- 
ter now, but I can’t really say why 
Tm playing better now. I'm still 
trying to find the answer. 


“I have a very good feeling 
now. I can only hope that it 
lasts,” he said. 

Becker, who knocked out U.S. 
Open champion Pete Sampras in 
the semis here, served and re- 
turned to near perfection en 
route to his second Stockholm 
Open title since 1988. 

“Boom-boom” lost only six 
points with service during the 1 
hour and 50- minute final. He 
held six times at love and broke 
Edberg at love three times. At 
one spell in the second set, which 
lasted only 20 minutes, Becker 
ripped off 17 winners in a row. 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


HMN-FINE STUFF' I ASKYCU 
TO rAOW THE BACK-VARDlAW 
co ycu Bring in the 
NE lC-rteoP'C CQ/J To DO |T» 


CFXA Sredetz Sofia 4-0 in a 
European Cup second round, 
first leg tie in midweek and chal- 
lengers Eintracht Frankfurt 4-1 
away Saturday. 

The Bavarians now top the 
Bundesliga, one point ahead of 
Kaiserslautern and third-placed 
Werder Bremen. 

French International striker 
Eri c Cantona added his nam#> to 
Marseille’s injury list a few mi- 
nutes after he headed an equalis- 
er against Brest in the French 
First division Sunday. 

Cantona was carried off with 
an injured left knee and was due 
to undergo X-rays Monday. Doc- 
tors said he would be out of the 
game for at least two months. 

Marseille, who have already had 
to do without key players Dragan 
Stojkovic of Yugoslavia and veter- 
an defender Manuel Amoros for 
some time, eventually beat Brest 
3-1 to reclaim the one-point lead 
they lost to Auxerre Friday. 

Unheralded Auxerre, led by 
Belgium Enzo Sdfo, extended 
their unbeaten run to 12 matches 
when they beat Caen 1-0. 


Teenagers 
challenge 
stars at 
Paris Open 

PARIS (AP) — It’s not going to 
be easy for Stefan Edberg, Boris 
Becker and Ivan Lendl to reach 
the finals of the $2-miilion Paris 
Open. 

The world’s top three players 
will have some strong competi- 
tion from teenagers Pete Sam- 
pras, Goran Ivanisevic, Michael 
Chang and Marc Rosset. 

Sampras, 19. became the 
youngest winner of tbe U.S. 
Open last September and is 
fourth-seeded in the Paris event. 

Ivanisevic, the tall Yugoslav, 
won the European Community 
Championships at 19 a week ago. 

The llth-seed Chang, ranked 
no. 13 in the world, was the 
youngest to win a Grand Slam 
men’s title when he captured the 
French Open in 1989 at 17 years 
old. 3 months. 

Chang may face in the second 
round another under-20 sensa- 
tion. Marc'Rpsserof Switzerland. ' 
Rosset, world’s no. 26, won his 
first indoor tournament at Lyon a 
week ago after defeating Mats 
Wiiander. 

Ivanisevic may meet John 
McEnroe, the odlest player in the 
48-man draw at 31, in the third 
round match. The Yugoslav easi- 
ly downed the American at 
Stockholm last week. 

McEnroe was also eliminated 
by Sampras in the semifinals of 
the U.S. Open. So was Lendl 
during the quarterfinals . 

Only Becker still manages to 
control Sampras. Becker defe- 
ated him in the semifinals of 
Stockholm tournament, which 
Becker went on to win. 


Italy beats Cuba in 

worlchreliayball final 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Italy, world league and European? 
men’s volleyball champions, com/ 
pleted a triple tirumph when 
they beat Cuba 3-1 in the World 
Championship final. , 

Italy’s 12-15, 15-11, 15-6,'16-14 
victory in a thrilljj^ clash 
avenged their World Cup defeat 
by Cuba in l^'us well as their 
3-0 loss in the championship's 
preliminary' round. 

Cuba won the opening set in 36 
minutes, but the Italians, who all 
play uytheir professional league, 
stormed back to level the contest. 

The Cubans slumped badly in a 
one-sided, error-strewn third set 
which they lost in 28 minutes. 
(There was controversy in tbe 


j fourth set when the referee re- 
versed a decision, which would 
have levelled the score at 10-10, to 
leave the Cubans trailing 10-9. 

Cuba, with brilliant spiking, 
rallied to go ahed 14-13 but failed 
to get the vital point to level sets 
and stay in the match. 

Italy’s ace spiker Andrea Zoizi 
notched 26 kills while Cuba's Joel 
Despaigne, considered to be one 
of the world’s top players, ham- 
mered 37 kills in a match domin- 
ated by aggressive spiking and 
spectacular blocking by both 
rides. 

In the third place play-off, six 
times winners the Soviet Union 
crushed hosts Brazil 15-8, 15-8. 
15-4 in 70 minutes. 


U.S. Football League Standings 

American Conference 

East 



W 

L 

T 

per 

PF 

PA 

Buffalo 

6 

1 

0 

.857 

187 

136 

Miami 

6 

1 

0 

.857 

152 

90 

N.Y. Jets 

3 

5 

0 

375 

151 

190 

Indianapolis 

2 

5 

0 

.286 

105 

162 

New England 

. 1 

6 

0 

.143 

100 

196 


Central 





Cincinnati 

5 

3 

0 

.625 

205 

204 

Houston 

4 

4 

0 

300 

1SI 

152 

Pittsburgh 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

109 

128 

Cleveland 

-> 

6 

0 

.250 

128 

193 




0 






West 





La Raiders 

6 

1 

0 

.857 

147 

99 

Kansas City ■ 

4 

3 

0 

.571 

167 

114 

Denver 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

168 

178 

Seattle 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

144 

135 

S an Diego 

3 

5 

0 

375 

164 

142 


National Conference 

East 



W 

L 

T 

pct 

PF 

PA 

N.Y. Giants 

7 

0 

0 

1.000 

171 

96 

Washington 

4 

3 

0 

371 

144 

103 

Philadelphia 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

151 

152 

Dallas 

3 

5 

0 

375 

110 

156 

Phoenix 

2 

5 

0 

.286 

100 

172 


Central 





Chicago 

6 

1 

0 

.857 

173 

96 

Tampa Bay 

4 

4 

0 

300 

57 

182 

Detroit 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

168 

179 

Green Bay 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

127 

156 

Minnesota 

1 

6 

0 

.143 

ISO 

159 



West 





San. Francisco •: 

. . 


0 

00M34 


Atlanta. 

3 

.■A. 

0 

.429 

199- 

-200 * ' 

La Rams 

2 

4 

0 

.333 

164 

173 

New Orleans 

2 

5 

0 

.286 

115 

160 


Sunday’s games 


Buffalo 27, New England 10. 

Detroit 27, New Orleans 10. 

Miami 27. Indianapolis 7. 

Green Bay 24, Minnesota 10. 

New York Jets 17, Houston 12- 
Philadelphia 21, Dallas 20. 

Chicago 31, Phoenix 21. 

San Francisco 20, Cleveland 17. 

San Diego 41, Tampa Bay 10. 

New York Giants 21, Washington 10. 

Atlanta 38. Cincinnati 17. 

Open dates: Denver, Los Angeles Raiders. Kansas City, Seattle. 
By the Associated Press 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN N AH HIRSCH 

' -.S90 Trlt-jnf Madia Sarvtca. Inc. 

PAKISTANI WINS WORLD'S RICHEST TOURNEY 
uth-South vulnerable. East Chemla bad a chance to 


North-South vulnerable. Ea 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A Q 10 9 8 7 
7 K7 5 

4 

* Q 10 6 

WEST EAST 

# J 6 5 3 4 2 

V' Void 7 Q 8 4 3 

C> Q 9 7 6 .J 108 5 32 

* A J 9 5 4 * K 8 

SOUTH 
4 K 4 

7- A J 10 9 6 2 
7 A K 

* 73 2 


The bidding: 
East South 

West 

North 

Pass 

1 9 

Dhl 

1 * 

3 0 

3 ? 

4 V 

4 ? 

Pass 

Pass 

5 V 

5 ? 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



Opening lead: Six of ■/ 

The first Omar Sharif World In- 
dividual Championship, held last 
month at the Showboat Hotel and 
Casino in Atlantic City, N.J, at- 
tracted players from 13 countries. 
The winner was Pakistan's globe- 
trotting internationalist, Zia Mah- 
mood, with U.S former world 
champion Fred Hamilton second 
and Swedish star P.O Sundelin 
third. 

The great French expert Paul 


Chemla had a chance to demon- 
strate his technique on this hand 
from the event. East-West took ad- 
vantage of tbe vulnerability to push 
North-South to a precarious five- 
heart contract, which could have 
been defeated had West found the 
inspired lead of a low club away 
from the ace. 

However, West made the more 
normal opening salvo of bis fourth- 
best diamond, and Chemla wasted 
no time on the play. He won the 
king of diamonds and then discard- 
ed one of dummy's clubs on the ace 
of diamonds. A trump to the king 
revealed the bad news that declarer 
needed to take two tramp Finesses in 
addition to discarding a club from 
hand on one of dummy’s spades, 
and entries were at a premium. 

Chemla continued with the five of 
i rumps off tbe board and East care- 
fully covered with the eight. After 
the nine won, declarer led the king 
of spades and overtook it with the 
table's ace! Another trump finesse 
allowed declarer to draw East’s re- 
maining trumps, and since the auc- 
tion had made the hand an open 
book, declarer had no problem find- 
ing the right way to handle the spade 
suit. He confidently finessed for the 
jack and one dub discard on the 
queen of spades was enough to land 
die contract. 



Andy Capp 



Peanuts 


MARCIE 5 OVER HERE.. 
SHE'S FALLEN ASLEEP 
IN ONE OF 00R CHAIRS... 



'SU& ALL 
STRETCHED 
, OUT.. , 






HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 30, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Everyone is somewhat determined 
to have his or her way today but as 
long as you keep considerate and 
careful of other persons feelings 
you won’t suffer any setbacks. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

' Experts of different views do not 
agree on how you can best imple- 
ment a course of action you have 
<WjA»H to put in motion- today. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You want to put in motion a 
money matter that appeals to you 
but your mate has a plan varied 
from your own and a compromise 
will be needed. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Yonr own views are rather scat- 
tered today and it is advisable that 
you consult with and listen to a 
partner who has definite ideas in 
mind. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You commence the day 
unsure just bow to handle a limit- 
ing condition or delay but an 
associate bas the right answer so 
follow that lead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
fidgety friend can cause you to be 
concerned about a joint project but 
your creative ideas are excellent so 
cany through with them now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have the jitters about bow 
an outside vocational interests is 
going but keep cool and calm and a 


member of your family will be of 
help. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 
22) A new outlook is necessary « 
you are going to be able to make 
the success that you anticipate of 
as undertaking in your every day 
activities. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have been hokfing 
back from doing something of a 
material nature that could put 
more money in your coffers so 
listen to an expert. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are fixed in 
some standpoints, most of which o> 
good, but a logical minded person 
from the outside can give you ideas 
to improve yonr situation. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You fed very much 
restricted by some anxiety but wor- 
rying over it helps you not at all 
and gening into a project is the 
best solution. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Put yourself in a position to 
accept assistance from both friends 
and attachments where building a 
more talented expression is con- 
cerned. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can be upset by both 
influential outsiders as well as by 
members of your own household 
so maintain an attitude of poise 
and confidence. 


THE BETTER HALF, 




By Harris 





“Compared to the universe/every- 
thing seems small and insignifi- 
cant... except my waist” 



THE Daily Crossword 


by CJ. Murray 



ACROSS 
1 Chin. Idol 
5 Look over 
9 Ptlma donna 

13 Earthen pot 

14 Diadem 

15 "The frost - 
the punkbu.’ 


10 Employment 


18 During 

19 NeQettve 

20 Hence 

21 Medicine 

23 Cupbearer of 
the pods 
2* Pol source 
25 City on Luke 
Erie 

28 Easing of 


31 Zones 

32 Malacca 

33 Charity 

35 "Atlas 

Shrugged" 

author 

36 Closes 

37 Active place 

38 Choir voice 

39 - out (Is 
successful) 

40 Snippier 

41 Most tender 
A3 Like a lawn 

44 Sewing line 

45 Country 
Moon feature 

^ Asian desert 
50 Club teacher 

53 Albright 

54 Resort near 
Boston 

57 Skip 
56 Brick type 

2 “ *pum«nta 
60 Fountain 
81 Prying 
62 Br. carbine 

DOWN 

1 Slngar Ehon 

2 Butter! ne 

3 Louver 

4 Melancholy 
6 Scorch 


■111 

•IBM 
111 


■111 


ilia 

mg 

nil 


aim 

ana 

am 

am 


MWflMsItaiSd 

6 — nine-tails 

J Hsve bftbp 

8 Tells 

9 Oahu 

promontory 

10 “Oh woe —i" 

11 Missing suit 
In bridge 

\2 a Rooney 
14 Before jet or 
charger 
17 Listens to 

22 Before 

23 Bush e,g, 

» Shelters 
25 Scarlett's 

home 

2 T «a 

2 J*!®* ,n music 

28 Intimidate 

29 Works hard 42 

22 fhS” 43 

3? m 

as 46 

* Scuba diver at 46 

! ,n *» 47 

40 A Pyle 


» ftgzls Safrmfc 


nnm rcnnr 
nnnnn nnnrj nnrHr 

nnn nnnn pjnnnnr 

nnnra 

; nnnnn™nnnn I1 nnnn 

nr * n nnnn\ nnn ™ rl 

nnnn nnrJR n,l1llm,n 
nrrnLlL; flmrin 

nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


Wpe joint 
Rhatt 
portrayer 
vestibule 
Hoof sound 
on the 

Tlnir 


46 Dismounted 

49 — point 

50 Nuisance 

51 Value 

52 Noras pod 
55 Hoopla 
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|rance, Soviet Union 
sign ambitious accord 


jtAMBOUILLET. France 
(Agencies) — President Francois 
ffitterrand and Mikhail Gor- 
bachev signed a cooperation 
agreement Monday pledging 
fresfb assist a n ce as the Soviet 
XJpiat shifts to a market eco- 


uu»j' 

The treaty also commits France 
to japing the Soviets arrange 
aedfeds with tbe 12-nation Euro- 
pe^ Community (EC). 

two leaders signed the 
agreement at tbe Chateau of 
Rzmbonillet, 53 kilometres 
southwest of Paris, following pri- 
vate ttlks on the Gulf crisis and 
other issues. 

Tfc treaty says either side may 
caB for consul tan ems if it dee ms 
its*“major security interests” 
have been threatened. 

The document, to be ratified 
by foe French and Soviet parlia- 
ments, also commits both sides to 
promote democracy and “a 
Europe based on the right of 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

Monday, October 29, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 
Bor Sea 


U.S. dollar 
found Stexting 

653.0 

1278 * 

6 S 7.0 

1286.0 

Japanese yea (for 100 ) 
Dutch guilder 

512 .S 

380 

515.6 

366.6 

Deaocbemaric 

433.0 

43 S .6 

Swedish crown 

116.7 

IJ 7 4 

Swim foiic 

St 1.8 

514.9 

Italian tin (for 100 ) 

S 7.9 

58 * 

Rath fonc 

129.4 

130 * 

Belgian franc (lor 10 ) 

209.1 

210.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9565/75 

1.1630/40 

1.5110/15 

1.7030/40 

1.2780/90 

31.08/13 

5.0540/90 

1131/1132 

127.85/95 

5.6020/70 

5.8695/8745 

5.7635/85 

371.25/371.75 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian <v»|far 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


.. WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — Stocks closed higher with buying of cash indices by 
futures arbitrageurs accounting for most of the gains. The Nikkei 
dosed up 323.67 to 25,329-31. 

SYDNEY — Inactivity by major investors pushed shares down. 
The All Ordinaries dosed 9.9 down at 1,344.7. 

HONG KONG — Bargain-hunters erased early losses but 
institutional investors remained sidelined. The Hang Seng index 
dosed 12.65 up at 3,063.53. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed higher as buyers returned in the 
afternoon, influenced by a firmer dose in Tokyo. The Straits 
Times Industrial index ended 2.12 up at 1,177.11. 

ZURICH ■ — Shares ended easier but above the day’s lows. The 
all-share SPI index dosed 4.5 down at 933.7. 

PARIS — Shares were fractionally lower at midday. Quiet trade 
was do minate d by Gulf concerns and easier trends on other 
European markets. At 1207 GMT the CAC-40 index was down 
0.89 at 1,617.69. 

LONDON — Stocks were mixed in late trading but above the 
day’s lows. The market adopted a wait-an d-see attitude towards 
early Wall Street gains. At 1611 GMT the FTSE index was down 
1.2 at 2,061.9. 

NEW YORK — Stocks held firm in late-morning tra ding b ut blue 
chips edged off session highs. Analysts said market strength was 
largely a reaction to Friday’s sharp decline. The Dow was up 
about 19 to 2.455. 
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Egypt reaps rewards 
from Gulf involvement 


4i J® 0 * sides agreed to work for 
“the transformation of Europe 
into a common home and the 
creation of a European confed- 
eration,” blending the two visions 
of Europe promoted by Gor- 
bachev and Mitterrand. 

The treaty was the first 
document to be concluded since 
1944 between the two sides. 

It was originated by the Soviet 
Union, which had sought to in- 
Iclude a comprehensive non- 
aggression pact simila r to one 
incorporated into a treaty signed 
with newly-unified Germany. 

But diplomatic sources said 
France baulked at &nrh a sugges- 
tion, saying it did not correspond 
to the nature of relations between 
the two sides. 

The Soviet Union, seeking full 
integration into both European 
and world institutions, has been 
pressing for such treaties with 
several European countries. 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's milit- 
ary involvement in the Gulf 
crisis is proving to be a finan- 
cial windfall for President Hos- 
ni Mubarak's government. 

His U.S. and Arab allies are 
moving to write off $14 billion 
in debts — almost a third of a 
$50 billion obligation to fore- 
ign creditors that for years has 
crippled the Egyptian eco- 
nomy. 

Aid worth hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars also is pouring 
in, and prospects are consi- 
dered bright for agreement 

with the International Monet- 
ray Fund (IMF) to reschedule 
the remaining foreign debt. 

Mubarak is reaping political 
benefits as well. Egyptian com- 
mentators are praising his 
handling of Egypt’s role in the 
crisis that began Aug. 2 with 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Mabfouz A1 Ansary, editor 
of the government’s A1 
Gomhuriya newspaper, hailed 
Mubarak’s “determination and 
skill,” his “patience, wisdom 
and bard work.” 

At the onset of tbe crisis, it 
hardly looked as if Mubarak 
would emerge a winner. 

Back then, Egypt had 
looked likely to be a big finan- 


cial loser in the conflict. It 
faced losses estimated at $4.5 
billion in the form of a ruined 
tourism industry, reduced Suez 
canal revenues and dwindling 
remittances from Egyptians 
working in Gulf countries. 

What turned the tide was 
Mubarak’s quick public re- 
sponse to the Iraqi takeover, 
despite pledges to give quiet 
diplomacy a chance. 

He muscled through an 
Arab League summit a resolu- 
tion condemning Iraq, deman- 
ding withdrawal from the emi- 
rate and authorising d is p atc h 
of troops to the Gulf region. 

Then he sent nearly 16.000 
Egyptian troops to Saudi Ara- 
bia and tbe United Arab Emi- 
rates. They were there sup- 
posedly tc help defend those 
Arab states, bat more impor- 
tantly, the involvement gave 
an Arab cover to the presence 
of Western forces in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Mubarak spent four days rn 
the Gulf region last week, visit- 
ing four states allied with him 
against Iraq. At the end of the 
lour, it was announced that 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, tbe Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait’s exiled government 


were writing off more than $7 
billion Egypt owes them. 

Forgiveness of a $6.7 fcliicn 
Egypt debt to the United 
States was part of the foreign 
aid programme Congress 
approved and sen: to U.S. 
President George Bust before 
adjourning its session early 
Sunday. 

Despite Bush's S3cng sup- 
port of the writeoff, his signa- 
ture on the aa b no: assured. 
!r also entails reducing aid to 
El Salvador by 50 per cer.:. so 
Bush wil] have to weigh his 
Middle East policy against his 
Central America policy before 
deciding whether to sign the 
act or veto it. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki 
said Saturday that interest on 
the military debt atone 
amounts to almost $! biaion 
annually. 

As for other deb: relief, 
Egypt has been trying to 
negotiate a new package with 
tbe IMF since a I98S resche- 
duling agreement expired. 

Western economists it* Cairo 
say Egypt and the IMF have 
ironed out most of their differ- 
ences and expect to sigr. a new 
pact early next year. That wL! 
pave the way for Cairo's Wes:- 



Hosni Mubarak 

era lending nations to convene 
and arrange rescheduling. 

A well-informed economist, 
speaking on condition be not 
be further identified, said 
Egypt has agreed to reduce 
subsidies further on basic food 
items, a key IMF reform de- 
mand. Additionally, he said, 
Cairo will further devalue the 
Egyptian pound and raise bank 
interest rates. 

But he said signing will be 
delayed because some of the 
commitments must be ratified 
by the People's Assembly, 
Egypt's parliament, which is 
presently dissolved. A new 
parliament will be elected in 
late November and seated in 
December. 


Islamabad threatens to stop 
paying interest on U.S. loans 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A govern- 
ment minister said Monday 
Pakistan would stop paying in- 
terest on U.S. loans if the United 
States did not restore its econo- 
mic and military aid to Islama- 
bad. 

Interior Minister Zahid Sarfraz 
told a news conference a recent 
cutoff in U.S. aid had left Pakis- 
tan with only two options — to let 
its people starve or stop paying 
interest. 


“Since we will not starve our 
people, we will stop the interest,** 
he said. 

The aid cut of more than $560 
minion was triggered Oct. 1 when 
President George Bush failed to 
certify to the U.S. Congress that 
Pakistan did not possess nuclear 
weapons. 

Pakistan has repeatedly denied 
reports in the West that it has a 
nuclear bomb, saying its nuclear 
programme is only- for the peace- 


ful purpose of producing energy. 

Washington said earlier this 
month that in addition to the $564 
million pledged for tire next year, 
the cutoff would affect commit- 
ments under pre v io u s aid prog- 
rammes worth $2.7 billion. 

Sarfraz said the cut in aid 
would damage Pakistan's close 
ties with the United States. 

He said Pakistan should not be 
regarded as a U.S. colony, 
adding: “We should not be 


pushed to a comer where we are 
compelled to review our rela- 
tionship with America.” 

Sarfraz blamed Nusrat Bhutto, 
mother of ousted Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, for pre- 
sent U.S. donbts about the Pakis- 
tani nuclear programme. 

He said she had presented 
adverse propaganda in tbe Un- 
ited States during her visit there 
before elections last week 


Wall Street seen tense over 
economy despite budget accord 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. 
budget pact- -removed a ma>jov 
factor influencing Wall Street’s 
recent roller-coaster perform- 
ance, but market analysts expea 
fresh concerns over corporate 
earnings, recession fears and the 
Middle East. 

“The budget accord is a posi- 
tive," said Allen Sinai, chief eco- 
nomist at the Boston Company. 
“Now markets will have to look 
forward to the issue of how deep 
is the recession.” 

Optimism over the budget and 
renewed diplomatic efforts to re- 
solve the Gulf crisis are likely to 
be tempered by concern about 
die financial fragility of the U.S. 
economy, analysts said. 

Concern over the health of the 
financial services sector contri- 
buted to a slide in U.S. stocks late 
Friday. The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 48-02 to 2436.14 in 
the lightest trading day on the big 
board since Sept. 17. For the 
week, the Dow 30 index fell 
about 85 points. 

“It has been a roller-coaster 
the last three or four weeks,” said 


First Albany chief investment 
officer Hugh Johnson, adding 
that the budget accord and optim- 
ism over a senior Soviet envoy’s 
discussions with Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein could help counter 
any follow-through from Friday. 

“If there is a recovery, it’s 
likely to be somewhat tentative,'’ 
Johnson added. “There is still a 
healthy level of scepticism... the 
budget accord itself is not 
enough.” 

Investors will also be looking 
for early signs on whether the 
Federal Reserve (Fed) will ease 
credit, as Fed Chairman Alan 
Greenspan bad previously 
assened it would do upon com- 
pletion of a credible budget paa. 
But analysts noted that the Fed's 
action has been anticipated and 
its scope is limited by tbe slump- 
ing dollar and high interest rates 
in Germany and Japan. 

“The markets have already fac- 
tored in a 25-basis-point de- 
crease,” said the Boston Com- 
pany's Sinai. 

Some analysts questioned 
whether the final budget accord 


took strong enough action to cut 
spending. The budget deficit re- 
duction bill raised taxes by $14.7 
billion and imposed savings and 
fees of $10.8 billion. 

Third quarter gross national 
product (GNP). released on 
Tuesday, is expected to be a 
positive faaor, but likely to be 
offset later in the week bv unem- 
ployment and leading indicators. 

A Reuters survey of econom- 
ists found an average estimate of 
a one per cent rise in third- 
quarter GNP, compared with 0.4 
per cent in the second quarter. 
But estimates for October unem- 
ployment average f.S per cent 
and loss of 20,000 non-farm jobs, 
up from 5.7 per cent ia Septem- 
ber, when non-farm pavroik fell 
by 101.000 jobs. 

“GNP will be positive bur em- 
ployment will be a stark con- 
trast,” said Sinai. "The stock 
market remaias vulnerable as 


news on the economy gets 
worse.” For example , third quar- 
ter corporate earnings reports 
and remarks about fourth quarter 
profits pressure will continue to 
buffet stocks which appear to 
vary from Wall Street expecta- 
tiens. 

Advest Incorporated market 
strategist William Lefevre said 
that while stocks may test lows of 
earlier this month, when the Dow 
30 reached a low of about 2365 on 
Oct. 11, be expects stocks the 
index 10 bounce 10 2700, perhaps 
by year-end. 

The Gulf crisis remains a wild 
card, however. 

“We’ve had so many stops and 
starts in Middle East,” said John- 
son, adding that either a breakout 
of hostilities or a major corporate 
financial failure could spook the 
market below the Dow Index's 
current 2400 to 2600 trading 
range. 


r Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155" 


SCORPION 


Performances; 3*0. 6*0. 8*0 


Cinema Tel: 634W 

PHILADELPHIA 


ONCE BITTEN 


Ratouag: ^ 30 . 3 * 0 , 6 * 5 , S *0 
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FOR SALE 

MERCEDES 19G - T.ooeI: 1934 - in good condition. 
Diplomat use - Duty urpaio. 

Tel: 645990 


American Baseball Cards Wanted 

Looking for Americar. baseball cards from 1930 to 
1960. 

Cal! Pete Martinez at 641431. 


cyiqaba S*\»v. 

Furnished Tourist Flats 

Two bedrooms. Ic^rge. living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea 
views. Rent: Da.y. weekly and monthly. 

Call Aqaba tel. 03/313512, fax: 03/314339 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


Ahmad Zaki and 
Raghda 
in 


Amman, Shmtisani, Housing Bank Complex, first 
door. 

Announce its sale on all mother of pearl products, 
olive wood works, brass and old silver. 


Modern Fashion Design 

(Jabel Amman) 


Looking for a fashion designer with excellent 
abilities in sketching. French language is an 
asset. 

Tel: 659193 


Moscow mayor 
appeals for 
Japanese loans 


TOKYO (Agcndttj — Moscow 
Mayor Gavnl Popov appealed 
Monday for Japanese loans to 
help his city convert state 
businesses into private enter- 
prise. 

Moscow plans ia begin the shift 
to private ownership by allowing 
Moscow residents to own their 
own homes but tbe mayor said 
foreign loans would be used 
mostly to support “pans of the 
economy directly govmed by (he 
Moscow City government,*' such 
as the retail distribution system. 

He told reporters Monday at 
the Foreign Correspondents Qub 
of Japan that only shops deemed 
healthy enough to succeed in 
repaying the loans would receive 
the aid. 

Popov, a radical economist 
wtao quit the Soviet Communist 
Party in July, predicted die “500 
days" economic reform plan 
adopted by the Supreme Soviet, 
the national legislature, earlier 
this month would fail, threaten- 
ing the future of democratic 
forces in the Soviet Union. 

The plan calls for such steps as 
encouraging small private busi- 
ness and ending many state 
monopolies. 

Popov predicted that a few 
months of failure would convince 
the Soviet leadership to adopt the 
more radical measures he and 
others support. 

He rejected calls for Gor- 
bachev's resignation, but said he 
himself and others raught resign if 
results of national restructuring 
were disastrous. 

Meanwhile, he said he might 
“passively resist" the conserva- 
tive restructuring programme and 
cany out a more radical econo- 
mic programme locally. 

Popov said he would not take 
the extreme step of asking fore- 
igners to extend loans directly to 
Moscow City. Loans should go 
through the central government, 
but with their recipients and use 
dearly specified, he said. 

Popov joined others in the 
Soviet Union in calling for Japan 
to extend economic aid before 


resolving the issue of several dis- 
puted islands. 

Kremlin *»!«**"; Investment 

Moscow's deputy mayor Mon- 
day criticised what he cane d ihe 
Kremlin’s vague economic poli- 
cies, saying foreign investors 
were reluctant to start businesses 
here. 

Speaking at a news conference 
in Moscow Sergei Stanfcevicb 
assured Muscovites they would 
have ample food tins winter de- 
spite rumours that widespread 
shortages would lead to a food 
crisis. 

But he blamed the Soviet gov- 
ernment for failing to take steps 
that would encourage foreign in- 
vestment. 

“The absence of definite eco- 
nomic plans by the Soviet Union 
has created instability and ham- 
pers contracts with foreign 
firms," Stankevich said, referring 
to conflicts between the Kremlin 
and some republics over how to 
switch to a market economy. 

“No foreign partner wtil sign a 
contract if you haven't decided if 
you're going to have a federal rax 
or if you are going to have private 
property," he said. 

The Soviet parliament 10 days 
ago approved a market economy 
programme backed by President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, but it was 
vague or. details and has been 
criticised by several republics in- 
cluding the largest one, the Rus- 
sian Federation. 

Gorbachev issued several de- 
crees to start implementing the 
programme Friday. But Stank- 
evich, a leading figure in a group 
of radicals who hold a majority in 
the Moscow City Council, said 
these were only half-measures. 

■‘Following the last two pres- 
idential decrees, we invited fore- 
igners to open shops in Moscow 
and sell consumer goods for rou- 
bles,” he said. “But no laws have 
been passed giving firms permis- 
sion to hold rouble accounts.” 


N.C.M.T. 

Who else would you trust with your central heating system 
and boiler? Call us now! We wil! never let you down. 

Tel: 820069 


Diplomatic mission in Amman seeks 


to work on a full time basis. Typing, shorthand ana fluency 
in English is essential. Must have minimum 3 years 
experience. Knowledge of Arabic preferable 

Please send C.V. to P.O. Box 926794 - 
Amman, Jordan. 


/ 30 %\ 

/ Yearly Sale\ 

/on all merchandise\ 
Incl. Jewellery & Gems' 

Until Oct. 30 


World Ressources 

Amra Hotel. 6 1 h circle 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

■ Two apartments of two bedrooms - living - dining rooms K&B. 

’ Two studios of one bedroom. K&B. 

Telephones & C.H. 

Location: JabaJ Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles 

Tel. 641443 - 642351 


FOR RENT 

Furnished flat located in an excellent place in Jaba! 
Amman between the Fourth and Fifth Circles immediately 
behind the guest palace. Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, 
dining room, 2 bathrooms, 3 verandas with separate 
central heating, telephone, garage. 

Call tel: 671529 


ALCAZAR HOTEL 

WINTER SPECIALS 

Rates from as low as: 

JD 6:000 per person with Coni, breakfast 
(sharing twin bedroom) 

Set meals from JD 1J500 
Learn to drve or just “Discover Scuba" 

Learn about the Marine life of Aqaba diving, snorkelling or with a v:Si! 
to the Marine Science Station Aquarium. 

Discover the desert trips and camp-outs. 

Plnu contact us for mora Information and reservations: 
PjQJBox 392 Aqaba - Jordan, Tlx 62242 CA2AR JO 
Tel. 962-3-314131/2, Fax 962-3-314133 









World News 


Non-Communists poised to win in Georgian elections 


Soviet troops standby to enter 


autonomy-seeking Moldavia region 


MOSCOW (AP) — Gagauz mili- 
tants in Moldavia have set op cor- 
dons to prevent Soviet troops 
from entering their region and 
enforcing state-of-emergency me- 
asures imposed by the republic's 
parliament, the Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) said Monday. 

The Soviet troops, under the 
command of Gen. Yuri Shatalin, 
are standing by, ready to go into 
the Gagauz-controlled territory 
as soon as orders are issued by 
parliament, TASS said. 

TASS said both Moldavian 
militia units and Soviet Interior 
Ministry troops "are prepared to 
enter the state-of-emergency 
areas to carry out the instructions 
of the Moldavian parliament.” 

A provisional parliamentary 
committee was monitoring the 
standoff from Chimishlia. a small 
town in southern Moldavia 
bordering on the Gagauz terri- 
tory, which was declared a state- 
of-emergency zone last Friday. 

“Although there were no 
clashes between Moldavian and 
Gagauz volunteers, representa- 
tives of Gagauzes set up cordons 
to prevent the militia from enter- 
ing their region and enforcing 
state-of-emereency measures." 
TASS said. 

The Gagauz are a close-knit 
group of about 150,000 people, 
all descendants of Christians who 
fled to Moldavia from Turkey 
because of religious persecution 
about 160 years ago. 

Worried by rising Moldavian 
nationalism and angry over a law 
making Moldavian the republic's 
official language, the Gagauz 
claimed the southern corner of 
the republic and began holding 


elections for an autonomous gov- 
ernment last week. 

Brigades of Moldavian volun- 
teers, said by various sources to 
number between 12,000 and 
50,000 streamed into the area to 
try and stop the independence 
movement. 

Gagauz youths in turn formed 
defensive units, aided by some 
ethnic Russians, who also oppose 
Moldavian nationalism. 

Negotiators for both sides are 
attempting to defuse the situation 
and persuade volunteer forces 
from both sides to pull back. 

Soviet officials holding negotia- 
tions with representatives of the 
Gagauz Provisional Committee in 
the southern city of Komrat cal- 
led for the withdrawal of militant 
Gagauz volunteers frenn the 
emergency zone, TASS said. 

“If this condition is complied 
with. Moldavian volunteer de- 
tachments will be withdrawn 
from areas adjacent to the state- 
of-emergency zone." the news 
agency said. 

On Sunday night, the chairman 
of the executive council of the 
disputed Komrat region went to 
television with an appeal for 
peace between Moldavians and 
Gagauz. 


non-Communist coalition 
appears to have swept to victory 
in Soviet Georgia in weekend 
balloting that all but guaranteed 
the southern republic would de- 
clare its independence from the 
Soviet Union. 

The Round Table-Free Geor- 
gia Coalition appeared likely to 
win 60 to 70 per cent of the 250 
seats in the republic's legislature, 
said David Dzhaparidze, a mem- 
ber of the Central Election Com- 


“The inter-ethnic conflict in 
the republic has reached the point 
beyond which there will be blood- 
shed and the deaths of innocent 
people," he warned. 

According to TASS, the two 
sides have agreed to set up a joint 
commission for the mutual in- 
spection of the volunteer units in 
preparation for their withdrawal. 

In a separate development, a 


mission . 

The voting was the first true 
multiparty balloting in the Soviet 
Union. 

The Round Table, led by Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia, won majorities in 
all 26 districts in the capital of 
Tbilisi, Dzhaparidze said. 

He said the Communist Party 
appeared to be doing well in 
areas where non-Georgian ethnic 
groups hold a majority. The 
Communists appeared likely to 
win 20-25 per cent of the legisla- 
tive seats, Dzhaparidze said. The 
remainder would be split among 
smaller parties, he said. 

Among the 15 Soviet republics, 
all but Kirgizia have declared 
some form of sovereignty or inde- 
pendence. The three Baltic re- 
publics of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia were the first to go, but 
are still negotiating with Moscow. 


Gamsakhurdia, interviewed 
over the weekend, predicted that 
Georgia's transition to independ- 
ence would take about two years, 
and that the republic would main- 
tain extensive economic relations 
with the Soviet Union. It also 
seemed likely that Georgia would 
rely on the Soviet Union in 


10 kidnapped Colombians found dead 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombian 
police have found the bullet-rid- 
dled bodies of 10 people kidnap- 
ped in the cocaine capital of 
Medellin, apparently victims of a 
war between powerful drug car- 
tels. police and news reports said. 

Police said Sunday the bodies 
of two men and two women were 
found Friday night in an aban- 
doned car near Medellin, the 


base of Colombia's most power- 
ful cocaine cartel, some 250 
kilometres northwest of Bogota. 
Ad had bullet wounds in the 
head. 

Local news reports said the 
four were among a dozen people 
kidnapped by gunmen from a 
Medellin hotel Thursday. The 12, 
ostensibly clothes salesmen, had 
recently arrived from the south- 


western city of Cali and several 
were wanted by the police. 

The Cali cocaine cartel is a rival 
to the Medellin cartel for lucra- 
tive cocaine markets and the two 
have clashed often in the past. 

Bodies of another six of the kidnap 
victims were fonnd dumped in 
different parts of Medellin since 
Thursday, the Colombian News 
Agency Colprensa said. 


Moderate Basques return to power 


BILBAO, Spain (R) — Spain’s 
strongly-nationalistic Basques 
can expect four more years of 
moderately-led government after 
elections to the region's auton- 
omous parliament. 

Final results of Sunday’s polls 
saw the moderate Basque 
Nationalist Party (PNV) emerge 
as dearly the strongest party with 
22 of the 75 parliamentary seats, 
five more than it held in the last' 
parliament. 

But the radical nationalist Her- 
ri Batasuna (HB). which supports 
separatist guerrillas of ETA (Bas- 
que Homeland and Freedom), 
maintained its share of the vote 
and won 13 seats. 

ETA has killed more than 600 


people since it launched a violent 
campaign for Basque independ- 
ence from Spain in 1968. 

The PNV has governed the 
three Basque provinces of Viz- 
caya, Guipuzcoa and Alava for 
the last four years in coalition 
with the Basque Socialist Party 
(PSE), the regional wing of 
Spain’s ruling Socialist Worker’s 
Party. 


(prime minister), Jose Antonio 
Ardanza of the PNV. was sure to 
continue to head it. 

Mainstream politidans. who 
had hoped voters would detisively 
reject the violence of ETA, were 
disappointed because Herri Bat- 
suna exactly repeated its per- 
formance of the last elections in 
1986. 


Political commentators pre- 
dicted that the coalition would be 
renewed. The Sodalists slipped 
from 19 seats to 16, but the 
combination would still have an 
absolute majority. 

Whatever government 
emerged, the present Lendakari 


Herri Batsuna has very rarely 
occupied its seats in the parlia- 
ment in Vitoria, but party offi- 
rials said they would take a regular 
place in the new house. 

Only 60 per cent of the 1,7 
million Basque voters went to the 
polls on a day of heavy rain and 
strong winds. 


Hungarian drivers win petrol fight 


BUDAPEST (R) — Taxi and 
truck drivers won a test of wills 
with Hungary’s first posx-Cora- 
munist government over drastic 
petrol price increases after crip- 
pling national life with a blockade 
of roads and borders. 

The beleaguered government, 
facing its most serious crisis since 
its election by a landslide five 
months ago. gave in to the drivers 
late Sunday and reduced the con- 
troversial 65 per cent price rise. 


Ministers in the centre-right 
government were left trying to 
explain why they backed away 
from a decision which Interior 
Minister Balazs Horvath de- 
scribed Friday as irreversible. 


In return, the drivers promised 
to open roads and permit free 
access to border crossings again. 
The blockade had caused chaos in 
Budapest and other large towns, 
triggering panic food buying. 


“We do not regard this as a 
final solution in the middle or 
long run, but taking into consid- 
eration the tense situation in the 
country we had to take a stand.” 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Akos Peter Bod said on televi- 
sion. “It was never a question of 
prestige for the government.” 
Finance Minister Ferenc Rabar 
said: “The government did not 
make this concession out of 
weakness. For the government. 


the country’s peace and well- 
being was more important than 
any kind of sham prestige that 
could have been earned over a 
trivial point.” 

The drivers imposed the block- 
ade last Thursday after the gov- 
ernment raised the price of a litre 
of super-grade petrol from 37.5 
forints (61 U.S. cents) to 62 
forints (SI) in line with Western 
prices but far more than the 
average Hungarian can afford. 

With public opinion firmly on 
their side, the drivers vowed to 
man their barricades until the 
government halved the increase, 
although they relaxed the block- 
ade Sunday as a goodwill gesture 
during negotiations. 


Scientists to search for life on Mars 


TALLAHASSEE, Florida (AP) 
— Scientists at a symposium ab- 
out Mars say there’s a strong 
likelihood that life existed — or 
still exists — on the red planet. 

E. Imre Friedmann, a scientist 
at Florida State University who 
organised this weekend's interna- 
tional symposium on the Biolo- 
gical exploration of Mras, said his 
work indicates that the planet 
probably sustained life at one* 
time. 

“You cannot really express it 
numerically, you cannot quantify 
it, but it is certainly good enough 
to justify serious effort to verify 
whether or not this is really the 
case,” Friedmann, who discussed 
his work on signs of life in 
Antarctic rocks at the sym- 
posium. said Saturday. 

“To me the exciting problem is 
the following: if life arose on 
Mars, did it progress along the. 
same lines as on Earth? Or, in 
other words, is there only one 
way for life, only one way to 
heaven, or several roads to 
heaven?” 


Three other speakers, two 
Soviets and an American, agreed 
that scientists must be patient and 
focus first on learning more about 
the environment of Mars, which 
is colder and drier than Earth but 
more like our planet than any 
other in the solar system. 

“If we’re going to find life on 
Mars, it's not going to be just 
sitting around in the dust some- 
place," said John D. Rummei, 
who directs life biology at the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) -in 
Washington. “We’re going to 
have to find places on Mars that 
are more likely to contain life 
forms than you would find at 
random." 


About two dozen scientists 
from the United States and the 
Soviet Union, Europe and Japan, 
Canada and Mexico attended the 
symposium. Rummei said he was 
encouraged because it seemed to 
be their consensus that there is 
“a lot of good exo bio logical in- 
sight that can be gained through 


the further study of the planet of 
Mars.” 

Exobiology is the study of the 
origin, evolution and distribution 
of life in the universe. 

“Mars is not considered by 
many people to be a lifeless 
planet, ” Rummei said. 

Rummei said there’s some 
thought that signs of fife might be 
discovered deeper under the sur- 
face, near heat sources where 
water might be found. 

the latest date from Mars came 
from unmanned Soviet missions 
in 1988. The United States plans 
to send a spacecraft to orbit Mars 
in 1992, and the Soviet plan a 
1994 mission that would land an 
unmanned robotic rover vehicle 
and balloons to explore the 
planet’s surface. 

On Earth, scientists are study- 
ing volcanoes, ocean bottoms, 
lakes and rocks in the Antarctica 
and Siberian permafrost to see 
what kind£ of life can survive 
under Martian -like conditions. - 
Work is also going on in labora- 
tory simulations. 


Indian 

political 


crisis 


grows 

murkier 


He and other sources close to 
Singh said, however, that the 
basic plan to seek elections by the 
end of the year remained un- 
altered. 

“It’s a question of giving them time 
to absorb the fact that a mid-term 
poll is inevitable, of not frighten- 
ing them with the fact and pre- 
serving the unity of a party that is 
not a solid phalanx." said the 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

“V.P. just doesn't want to 
appear too keen for a poll too 
early,” he added. 

Janata Dal expects to lose the 
vote of confidence, made neces- 
sary by the desertion of the Hin- 
du-revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) last Tuesday follow- 
ing the arrest of its leader. Lai 
Krishan Advani. 

He was detained in order to 
bah his march to the northern 
town of Ayodhya to start building 
a temple where a mosque now 
stands, an issue that threatens to 
split India. 

At least 100,000 people have 
; been arrested to prevent a mass 
surge on Ayodhya in the state of 
Uttar Pradesh, which is ringed by 
250,000 army and paramilitary 
troopers to prevent any attempt 
to start construction of the 
temple. , 
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Norway’s 

coalition 


Truce broken as 16 


blacks killed in S. Africa 


national security matters, be said. 

About 35 parties, most 
grouped by coalition, took part in 
Sunday’s election, the first true 
multiparty vote in Soviet history. 

Non-Communists have won 
election in several cities and re- 
publics elsewhere in the Soviet 
Union, but Sunday's balloting 
was the first in which formal 
parties, created under new Soviet 
laws, were listed on the ballot. 

Long lines snaked from polling 
sites in the Georgian capital of 
Tbilisi as well as the surrounding 
countryside. About 3 million peo- 
ple were eligible to vote. 

Voters cast two ballots, one 
expressing preference for a party 
or group of parties and another 

ballot choosing individual candi- 
dates by district. 

Official results were not ex- 
pected until the end of the week, 
TASS reported. Run-off elec- 
tions in close races were set for 
Nov. 11. 

Maguli Latariya cast her ballot 
swathed head to foot in black 
mourning clothes. Her 16- year- 
old daughter was one of 19 Geor- 
gians killed on April 19,1989. 
when Soviet troops broke up a 
peaceful nationalist protest in 
Tbilisi. 


quits after 

EC-row 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian Prime 
Minister Jan Syse said Monday 
that his year-old, three-party 
coalition was stepping down after 
a dispute over bow far to link the 
economy to the European Com- 
munity. 

“I will... put forward a proposal 
for the government's resigna- 
tion," Syse told parliament. 

It was not dear who would take 
power. Norway's 1814 constitu- 
tion limits elections to one every 
four years, meaning no vote can 
be held until 1993. 

Sysc’s centre-right government 
came to power in September 
1989, but has been battered by a 
string of problems ranging from 
ties to the EC to a dispute over 
Syse’s tax return and his running 
of his personal businesses. 


The killings strengthened inde- 
pendence aspirations. Even the 
ruling Communist Party of Geor- 
gia was forced to advocate inde- 
pendence from Moscow as part of 
its political platform. 

Mrs. Latariya wept as she cast 
her ballot, saying it was “as if my 
daughter's voice was telling me 
what to do.” She said she voted 
for the Round Table Coalition. 


The two main options are for 
the Labour Party, headed by 
former Prime Minister Gro Har- 
lem Bmndtland, to take power or 
for Syse’s Conservative Party to 
try to form a one-party govern- 
ment. 

Both parties would have to 
promise hefty concessions to cen- 
trist parties to get a majority. In 
the last election both Labour and 
the Conservatives lost ground to 
smaller parties. 

NRK public radio said it might 
take several days before Norway 
had a working government. 

“It's not clear what type of 
government will be set up," 
Brundtland said after the 
announcement. “It depends on 
parties other than Labour." 

Syse said the three parties had 
cooperated well since taking 
office but that they had been 
unable to work out a common 
policy towards the EC. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Six- 
teen blacks were killed and more 
t ha n 30 wounded in a series of 
gun attacks which threaten the 
uneasy truce between rival poli- 
tical factious vying for supremacy 
in South Africa’s troubled 
townships. 

A police spokesman said the 
victims were lolled at random in 
at least three incidents Sunday 
night, apparently to avenge the 
death Saturday of a Zulu migrant 
worker beading for a rally of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party in Johan- 
nesburg. 

Police have arrested a man in 
connection with the death of the 
Zulu, who was backed and stab- 
bed to death near a migrant 
workers’ hostel in the township. 

In one of the worst of Sunday’s 
revenge attacks, six men were 
killed in a haD of bullets as they 
walked through the Naledi dis- 
trict of Soweto. 

The police spokesman said it 
was believed the attacks may be a 
new phase of the bloody factional 
warfare between supporters of 
the Zulu-based Inkatha Move- 
ment and Nelson Mandela’s Afri- 


can National Congress (ANC). 

About 800 people have been 
lolled in the Johannesburg area 
since mid-August in a series of 
gun and spear battles between the 
ANC, the main .group fighting 
white rule, and the more con- 
servative Inkatha, led by Zulu 
chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 

Soweto residents said Monday 
the township was quiet after the 
night of violence, and police chief 
Johan Swart appealed to resi- 
dents not to take the Jaw into 
their own hands. 

“Police will not tolerate these 
cowardly attacks and unnecessary 
bloodshed in the township,” he 
said in a statement. 

Both Inkatha and the ANC 
held rival displays of strength on 
Saturday, stretching their uneasy 
truce to breaking point. 

The ANC accuses Inkatha, 
aided by white-led security 
forces, of fomenting the violence 
in a bid to shoot its way into 
power-sharing negotiations with 
reformist President F.W. De 
Klerk. Inkatha and the govern- 
ment deny the charges. 


Burma’s opposition caves 


in to military demands 


NEW DELHI (R) ~ India's 
complex political crisis grew mur- 
kier Monday as Prime Minister 
: Visbwanatb Pratap Singh tried to 
fight off a rebellion within his 
Janata Dal Party, political 
sources said. 

They said Singh had been 
obliged to retreat from his insist- 
ence on early elections, prefer- 
ably by the end of December, 
because of the rebellion led by 
veteran socialist Chandra 
Shekhar. 

With unconcealed encourage- 
ment from Rajiv Gandhi’s 
opposition Congress Party, Chan- 
dra Shekhar is trying to gain 
support for toppling Singh from 
Janata Dai legislators far from 
keen on fighting an election. 

Most other parties are equally 
reluctant to campaign so soon 
after last November's elections 
and with critical and divisive 
issues dominating a new poll. 

“They are trying to wean away 
our members by saying that with 
a change of leadership, elections 
could be avoided,” one senior 
Janata Dal official said. 

He said that was why Singh, 
during a meeting of his cabinet 
colleagues Saturday, said the par- 
ty would go into opposition if it 
lost a parliamentary vote of confi- 
dence on Nov. 7. 

“V.P. felt it was necessary to 
assure our members that a losing 
vote would not mean he would 
automatically recommend a dis- 
solution of parliament," the offi- 
cial said. 


“The government should stand 
united on such a case," Syse said, 
announcing an extraordinary 
cabinet meeting at 1100 GMT to 
formally dissolve the govern- 
ment. 

Syse would have to inform 
Crown Prince Harald of the deci- 
sion. Harald is acting as regent as 
King Olav is recovering from 
illness. 

The current crisis flared two 
weeks ago when the small coali- 
tion Centre Party said it would 
refuse to relax Norwegian laws 
limiting foreign investment in 
property, industry, banks and 
other finance institutions. 

Syse’s Conservative Party 
favours full EC membership for 
Norway, which is a member of 
the European Free Trade Asso- 
ciation (EFTA). It saw the Cen- 
tre Party's position as a betrayal 
of Norway’s promised part in a 
joint EC-EFTA free market. 


BANGKOK (R) — The last few 
opposition leaders not in jail after 
a week of arrests, raids and in- 
timidation in Burma have given 
in to army demands that they 
abandon claims to an overwhelm- 
ing mandate to rule, a Burmese 
source said Monday. 

All but four leaders of the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) have been arrested in the 
military government's most 
sweeping crackdown since the 
party won a landslide election 
victory five months ago. 

“The NLD is a skeleton right 
now. They have lost all their big 


shots to jail with no sign of them 
being released. They are playing 
for time,” said one diplomat 
The source, a senior member 
of the Burmese exile community 
in Bangkok, said a senior mem- 
ber of the NLD, Myint Myint 
KJbin, had signed an order of the 
ruling State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council (SLORC) yield- 
ing to its plans for drawing hp a 
constitution. 


Diplomats in Rangoon said 
they had been unable to confirm 
the report. NLD officials were 
unavailable for comment 


Ivorian president coasting 
to big win; rival angry 


ABIDJAN (R) — Ivory Coast's 
veteran leader was coasting to a 
big win Monday in elections de- 
nounced by his young challenger 
as a masquerade. 

Initial results gave 85-yearK)ld 
incumbent' Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny an average 87 per cent in 
Sunday's vote, the first contested 
presidential poll in the country’s 
history. 

Opposition candidate Laurent 
Gbagbo accused the ruling PDCI 
(Democratic Party of Ivory 
Coast) of massive rigging. 

“We are virtually on the brink 
of civil war in parts of Ivory 
Coast," Gbagbo told reporters 
Sunday night. 


“We denounce this mas- 
querade of an election," he said, 
but added he would wait for the 
official tally before deciding 
whether to call for the elections 
to be scrapped. _ 

His Ivorian Popular Front 
(FPI) alleged wholesale fraud' in 
several provincial cities and in the 
capital’s two biggest working- 
class districts where tension was 
high early Monday. 


The first 10 -results from more 
than 300 administrative areas in 
the cocoa-growing country 
showed scores for Houphouet- 
Boigny ranging from 99.69 per 
cent to 69.07 per cent. 


Congress adjourns after squabbles, 
scandals and landmark legislation 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Congress that adjourned over the 
weekend stumbled, stalled and 
scandalised, but then passed 
dramatic national policy changes 
for the environment, military 
spending, foreign polity and immigra- 
tioa. 

“A Congress of significant 
accomplishment," Senate major- 
ity leader George Mitchell 
boasted. The Senate and the 
House of Representatives are 
dominated by Democrats, though 
the president is a Republican. 

The Congress took a raucous 
and ugly path to its accomplish- 
ments. 

The latest two-year lawmaking con- 
clave was America’s 101st. At the 
end, lawmakers were referring to it as 
“the one hundred and worst." .... 

It started with Senate rejection 
of President George Bush's 
nomination of John Tower for 
secretary of defence, because of 
his reputation as a drinker and 
womaniser. 

The House then weighed in 
with its own ethics scandal, which 
culminated in the resignations of 
speaker Jim Wright, the most 
powerful man in the House, and 
one of his chief deputies, Tony 

Coelho. 

But lawmakers found time to 
do what they were elected to do 
— legislate. A new law designed 
to reduce chances of major oil 
spills was enacted. And Congress 
rallied behind a phase-down of 
U.S. support for proxy wars in 
Cambodia, Angola and Afghanis- 
tan — all designed to steer away 
from armed conflict and towards 
diplomacy. 

Late Saturday, an immigration 
bill was passed that boosted the 
current limit of 490,000 a year on 
legal immigrants to 645,000 in 
each fiscal year through 1994, and 
675,000 thereafter. The measure 
keeps reuniting families as its 
primary test, but also would open 
the door to foreigners with special 
skills, those who are wealthy and 
even some shunned for yean for 
political or medical reasons. 

Bush has indicated he would 
sign the bill, the first major re- 


working of the legal immigration 
system since 1965. 

Bush also says he will sign a 
$15.5 billion foreign aid spending 
bill, despite bis concerns about its 
50 per cent cut in military aid to 
El Salvador. 

That bill, also approved late 
Saturday, has something Bush 
badly wants — forgiveness of S6.7 
billion in past military debt Egypt 
owes the United States. 

The Bush administration 
sought the debt relief as a gesture 
of thanks to Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, who has taken a 
leading role in marshaling Arab 
opposition to Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. 


The rest of the bill provides 
economic, military and develop- 
ment aid for U.S. friends and 
allies around the globe, including 
S3 billion for Israel and $2.1 
billion for Egypt, the two prim- 
ary aid recipients. 

But major legislation including 
a historic revision of the nation's 
clean air laws, federal aid for 
child care, civil rights, the form 
bill, housing, and anti-crime 
proposals languished. 

Democrats succeeded in de- 
feating Bush’s proposed constitu- 
tional amendment to ban flag 
burning. 


But the Democratic Congress 
couldn’t override the president’s 
veto of legislation guaranteeing 
workers six weeks of paid leave 
for childbirth or family medical 
emergencies, or another bill 
targeting job discrimination that 
Bush said would have led to 
hiring quotas. 

The 101st Congress never over- 
rode any of 16 Bush vetoes. 

And the ethics scandals con- 
tinued. One House member was 
disciplined and another quit fol- 
lowing sex-related charges. 

In the Senate, a group of law- 
makers are under investigation 
for their ties to the head of a 
failed California Savings and 
Loan Institution. 

Meanwhile, all efforts to con- 
tain the costs of insuring foiled 
Savings and Loan Institutions 


were proving fruitless. In May, 
with the estimates of the federal 
deficit heading for the stratos- 
phere, Bush derided it was time 
for a budget summit with Con- 
gress. 

Spring turned to summer and 
then summer to fall without an 
agreement. Mitchell compared 
the budget to “a whale in a 
bathtub,” crowding out every- 
thing else. . 

As the leaves began to turn, 
pollsters noticed that the public 
was beginning to turn surly. Con- 
fidence in the government’s in- 
stitutions plummeted and some 
lawmakers reported nasty recep- 
tions from voters back home. 

Finally, at the end of Septem- 
ber, the White House and con- 
gressional leaders signed a budget 
pact calling for a $500- billion 
reduction in federal deficits over 
the next five years. Rank-and-file 
lawmakers, however, rebelled at 
the 12-cent gasoline tax hike, 
deep cuts in medicrae subsidies 
and dozens of other new fees or 
service reductions. 

On Oct. 5, the day Congress 
had been scheduled to adjourn, 
the House killed the deal in a 
painful defeat for Bush and the 
Democratic leadership. Hoping 
to put the onus on Congress for 
the failure, Bosh let all but essen- 
tial government offices shut down 
for the weekend. 

From the wreckage, a new 
package emerged, one less to 
Bush’s liking but still acceptable. 
It had higher taxes on the weal- 
foyi only a nickel in new gas taxes 
and a lighter hit on medicare. The 
Senate gave it final congressional 
approval Saturday. 

At the end, congressional 
Democrats declared victory and 
took umbrage when asked about 
Bush's campaign to paint Con- 
gress as slow and inept. 

“We have persevered on a 
hard, unpleasant, difficult pro- 
cess iip to the very week before 
e lectio n, _ and we’re told it's dis- 
orderly, said Thomas S. Foley 
who took over as House speaker 
from Wright, “ft’s Co*, 
it s neroic in some w^ys,* 1 



40 held at Klari 

march in. 

Washington 


WASHINGTON (R)— A march 
by a group of white supremacist \ 
Ku Klux Klan members through 
the U.S. capital sparked off vio- 
lent demonstrations and police 
said they had arrested over 40 
protesters. Seven police officers 
and six demonstrators were slight- 
ly injured in clashes with oppo- 
nents of the Klan and were taken 
to hospital for treatment, police 
said. Hundreds of anti-Klan de- 
monstrator, cut off by - poke 
from about 35 marching white 
supremacists, armed themselves 
with stones and bottles, and 
fought with police in riot gear. 
The Klaus men, affiliated with' a 
North Carolina chapter of the 
organisation, marched under 
police protection for about a 
quarter of a mile from an area 
dose to the Washington Monu- 
ment to the Capitol. The Klan A* 
marchers, some wearing tradi- 
tional white and coloured hoods, 
listened to anti-black and pro- 
Nazi speeches for about an hour 
before dispersing without inci- 
dent. Six demonstrators were 
charged with assaulting police 
officers and other charges were 
filed against 34 others. Police said 
they arrested three anti-Klan de- 
monstrators for violating public 
order laws. 


Police hunt gunman 
after eyebrow prank 


LONDON (R) — British police 
were hunting a gunman who shot 
two men while they tried to shave 
off his eyebrows as a joke. The 
shooting happened when a group 
of about 20 youths returned to a 
central London flat after a night's 
drinking and discovered two of 
tiie crowd were strangers, police 
said. One of them fell asleep and 
others in the group tried to shave 
his eyebrows. The man woke up, 
pulled out a gun, shot and 
wounded two erf the would-be 
barbers and fled. 


Gays, sympathisers 
march fittHgrtts ~ 


BERLIN (R) — Some 7,000 
homosexuals and sympathisers 
marched through central Berlin 
to protest against a law banning 
relationships with males under 18 
years of age. Demonstrators 
chanted “out of our beds, state,” 
and “abolish it” a reference to 
paragraph 175 of the basic law. 
Police reported no incidents. 
Homosexuals were assaulted by 
rightist thugs in Berlin last sum- 
mer. 


Congress library 
gives 1st literary 
prize In 42 years 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Library of Congress Sunday 
awarded Janies Merrill, an Amer- 
ican poet, novelist and play- 
wright, the first prize it has hand- 
ed out since 1948, when the selec- 
tion of Ezra Pound triggered a 
furore. Merrill, 64, won the new 
Rebekah Johnson Bobbitt 
National Prize for Poetry,- the 
only literary award given by a 
U.S. government institution. His 
winning volume of poetry was 
The Inner Room, published in 
1989. The $10,000 prize recog- 
uises the most distinguished book 
of poetry written by an American 
and published in the previous two 
years. The award was the first by 
the library since it gave Pound the 
Bollingen Prize 42 years ago for 
his Pisan Cantos. Pound became 
notorious in the United States for 
wartime broadcasts over Rome 
Radio in support of Italian dicta- 
tor Benito Mussolini. A joint 
panel that oversees the library of 
Congress, moving to quell the 
public uproar that followed 
Pound’s 1949 award, ordered the 
library to stop giving prizes or 
awards. But at the request of 
Librarian of Congress James Bfl- 
Hngton, the joint committee lifted 
tiie ban in 1988. 


Police kill 
wrong man 


KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP 
A police officer who enter© 
an apartment in search of a prow 
for fatally shot the man who live 
there as he walked from Ms bed 
room. Terry Barnes, 26, who wa 
nnanned, was shot once in tin 
head Saturday, police said. Tfr 
name of tiie officer involved wa 
not disclosed. He was placed di 
paid leave peneftng the results of i 
department investigation. Pohci 
chief Steven Bishop said tfo 
shooting was a tragedy but do 
“nded the 32-year-old office 
md another officer who enforce 
“e unlocked apartment “This l 
a tra 8fo chain of “events that i 
regrettable for Mr. Barnes' form 
fy and for this officer.” 1 . 
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